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Introduction

The Roosevelt First Aid Squad proudly presents this book depicting the first fifty years of our
community.

The original settlers ventured forth from the confines of urban life in the big city to an unknown
future in the rural experiment known as “Jersey Homesteads.” Their adventurous spirit laid the
foundation for the town we now call “Roosevelt.”

As we assembled the articles and photographs for this commemorative book, we found ourselves
in a time machine in the past and became enchanted with the information we gathered and the spirit
that spilled out of these relics. Our special thanks to all who contributed from their personal collec-
tions to this book.

We hope this collection brings you as much joy and pleasure as we had in compiling this first edi-

tion.







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 27, 1986

To the Citizens of Roosevelt, New Jersey:

I am pleased to send warm greetings for the 50th
anniversary of Roosevelt.

Each city and town of our great country is unique,
but all are bound together in the love of these
United States. We are fortunate to live in a nation
of strong and proud communities where everyone
has a chance for success and the blessings of lib-
erty and freedom can be enjoyed by all, regardless
of background.

As you commemorate this anniversary, you have a
splendid opportunity to renew your commitment to
preserve the spirit which has forged America into a
land of wonder. I am proud to join you in making
such a commitment on this historic occasion for the
people of Roosevelt.

With hearty congratulations and best wishes for
continued milestones,

(R umat




BILL BRADLEY
NEW JERSEY

COMMITTEES:
FINANCE
ENERGY AND

NATURAL RESOURCES

Nnited States Denate SELECT CoMMITTEE

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON

AGING

April 2, 1986

Mr. Bill Counterman

Chairman 50th Anniversary
Roosevelt First Aid Squad
North Rochdale Avenue
Roosevelt, New Jersey 08555

Dear Friends:

Congratulations on the 50th Anniversary of the
founding of the Borough of Roosevelt.

Your unique community has been an inspiration to many
New Jersey communities. You have demonstrated the
importance of civic involvement, responsibility, and
community spirit. I am delighted to recognize your
contributions to the state and look forward to your
future successes.

Best wishes.
SZ::/e)ly,
Bill Bradley
United States Senator

BB/am}j
1 GREENTREE CENTRE
731 HART BUILDING P.0. BOX 1720 SUITE 303
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 UNION, NJ 07083 ROUTE 73
(202) 224-3224 (201) 688-0960 MARLTON, NJ 08083



UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

FRANK R. LAUTENBERG
New JERSEY

April 30, 1986

The Borough of Roosevelt
c/o Ms. Louise Prezant

Box 66

Roosevelt, New Jersey 08555

Dear Friends:

Congratulation's on the celebration of your
town's 50th anniversary.

The Borough of Roosevelt is a close knit and
value-oriented community that has the unique
distinction of being created from the hopes
and dreams of 200 people who were caught in
the Depression. This anniversary celebration
is a tribute to those people who made their
dreams come true. It is also a tribute to
Franklin Delano Roosevelt who shared these
dreams and had the foresight to know that a
W.P.A. community could succeed and prosper.

Again, congratulations and best wishes for
continued success and growth.

Sincerely,

e Gt dy



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

FOuRTH DisTrICT

New JErSEY May 1986

Dear Friends and Neighbors of the Borough of Roosevelt:

I am delighted to take this opportunity to extend
to all of you my warmest greetings and congratulations
upon the 50th anniversary of the founding of the
Borough of Roosevelt.

For fifty years, the residents of Roosevelt have
worked together as a community, helping each other in
hard times and rejoicing in glad times. Roosevelt is
a very special community which looks after the needs
of its citizens, and you have a right to be proud of
the many contributions Roosevelt and its citizens have
made to our state.

I Took forward to Jjoining with you in this special
celebration as friends and neighbors from the past as
well as the present gather to remember the past fifty
years. Again, congratulations and best wishes!

i rely, .

CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
Member of Congress



STATE OF NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
CN -0O01
TRENTON
os6c25

THoMAs H. KEAN
GOVERNOR

April 4, 1986

To: The Citizens of the
Borough of Roosevelt

Dear Friends:

As Governor of New Jersey, I am delighted to extend my warmest wishes
on the occasion of the borough's 50th birthday celebration.

In celebrating this event, we do more than just mark the passage of time.
We take this opportunity to recall those citizens who established and
advanced the community of Roosevelt, We also recognize those people whose
service and dedication sustains the prosperous community of today.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,
-
/—-— /-‘“"_'
Thomas H. Kean
Governor



NEw JERSEY SENATE

S. THOMAS GAGLIANO
MINORITY LEADER
SENATOR, 12T DISTRICT

1090 BROADWAY
WEST LoNG BrANGH, N.J. 07764

201-870-6611

March 14, 1986

Dear Friends:

The Borough of Roosevelt is no ordinary town. While
most communities were founded more or less by acci-
dent--for reasons of convenience, or commerce, or sheer
necessity--Roosevelt was founded on principle.

At the height of the Great Depression, your community
represented the hope for a better, more just life that
America itself has represented for millions of settlers
from around the world.

It is therefore a fitting coincidence that Roosevelt's
50th Anniversary occurs on the eve of our own Constitu-
tional Bicentennial. A commitment to equal opportunity,
civil liberties and community spirit characterizes both
America's best tradition and Roosevelt's.

Sincerely,

Ef'/' =K

S. Thomas Ga ano
Senator

STG:mg



Borough of Roosevelt
L;(susy J'-/om::itzac{i Historie Distuiot

MONMOUTH COUNTY e ROOSEVELT, NEW JERSEY 08555
(609) 448-0539

FREDA HEPNER
Mayor

KRYSTYNA BIERACKA
Borough Clerk

Dear Neighbors:

It is a very special pleasure to congratulate the residents of Roosevelt,
past and present, for committing themselves to building a unique community.

Fifty years ago, there were many who were confident that an "experiment"

like the Jersey Homesteads would never work. People doubted that a cooperative
settlement of urban garment workers could survive in the "wilds" of New Jersey.
Those pioneers, however, who moved their families and belongings to the then
half-build houses and streets, had a clearer vision. Whatever their diverse
political, social and religious convictions were, they came here to build

a better, more just, more enlightened life for their children and grandchildren.
They fulfilled those ambitions and the community has not only survived, but

has prospered during these fifty years.

We have retained the basic tenets of community that the homesteaders brought
here. With under 1,000 residents, of modest incomes the Borough is able to
provide a variety of institutions and services simply because of the committment
of people, from all walks of life, to their neighbors. This can only happen
because of the many who serve as volunteers on our First Aid Squad and Fire
Company; those who donate their energies to the Boards, Councils and committes
of the government; and many who extend themselves to helping others.

This is not homogeneous Community. Our occupations, politics, and personal
interest take us in many directions. Yet, we continue to share a concern for
each otheranda pride in our diversity. It is that continuity of basic community
values that has made Roosevelt prosper and will enable us to meet the challenges

of the years to come.

. )
.o
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Freda Hepner, Mayor
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Yo. 57—Part 11

@ungrzzmunal Record

CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol 132

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, MAY 1, 1986

Na. 57—Part 11

Senate

BOROUGH OF ROOSEVELT CELE-
BRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President.
1 rise to pay tribute to the Borough of
Roosevelt in New Jersey on this its
50th anniversary.

The Borough of Roosevelt is a
unique and extraordinary comimunity.
It represents an important slice of the
American dream and spirit. It was
founded in 1936, {in the depth of the
depression. That year 200 families,
mostly immigrant garment wcorkers
from New York City, were invited Lo
create new lives for themselves in a
new community across the Hudson
River. The Government built the
homes, the factory. a public works
svstem, and a scheol. and then the
people came and filled up the build-
ings with their hepes and dreams for
the future.

There was a culture, pride. and ca-
maraderie among the citizens of the
Borough of Rooseveit. The town devel-
opé€d a thriving art community. Artists
like Jacob Landau. David S:ione
Martin, Gregorio Prestopino, and
Steven Market all relished tne small-
town lifestyle and the picturesque
landscapes Roosevelt offered them.

Success touched many of its citizens,
and businessmen like Charles Klatskin
fondly recail the solid feandation
growing up in Raosevelt gave them

when they moved to new frontiers.
Those who spent their youth in that
smail town nurture fond memories of
their unbringing and attribute much
their later success in life to the strong
sense of community thiat Roosevelt
bred in them. This sense of identity
with honietown certainly is not limited
to Lthis township. but because of its
unique origin Roosevelt is special.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
created this town as a Works Projocts
Administration cominunity. The town-
ship itself is a historic monument,. one
of very few townships to be so hon-
ored. Originally, it was known as
Jersey Homestead. After Roosevelt
died, the people or the town decided to

name the town after the President
whose program had inspired the cre-
ation of thieir community.

' Mr. President, this 50th celebration
is a tribute to the citizens of Roosevelt
who had the dedication, commitment,
and courage to rool their lives and
their fortunes in a new town durmg a
period of national crisis. It is also a
tribute to Franklin Delano Roosevelt

. who shared the dreams of these home-

stendprs for a better life and had the
fqresngh: to know that a WPA commu-
nity would succeed and prosper.

I offer the citizens of Roosevelt my
hearty congratulations at this mile-
».ton(f in their history, and wish them
continued growth and prosperity.e
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Section I

FROM THE BEGINNING

“In a rural area in the western part of the county there developed during the Depression the unique
social experiment known as Jersey Homesteads (now called Roosevelt). Planned as a cooperative
agricultural and industrial community for unemployed Jewish garment workers, it should not be
considered just a farm community.”

From “Peddler to Suburbanite: The
History of the Jews of Monmouth
County, New Jersey From the
Colonial Period to 1980






Settlement and Early History

“In November the Jersey Homesteads Historic District in Roosevelt Borough, Monmouth
County, and the Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company building in Newark were added to the
New Jersey Register of Historic Places.

“Jersey Homesteads, which was later called Roosevelt, was one of 99 New Deal communities es-
tablished in the 1930s. The federal government carried out this experiment in community and
economic planning to help relieve widespread industrial unemployment through the relocation of
urban workers to rural areas, as well as to show the economic feasibility of combining seasonal in-
dustry with part-time agriculture.

“Constructed from 1935 to 1938 at a cost of $3,402,382, Jersey Homesteads was the ninth largest
of all the planned communities of that era. The historic district, which includes all of Roosevelt
Borough, consists of 249 structures, including six 19th and 20th-century farmhouses and 151 build-
ings constructed as part of the Jersey Homesteads program. The Bauhaus-type architecture repre-
sents some of the early work of the architect, Louis I. Kahn.

“Of all the New Deal communities, Roosevelt was the only one planned as an agro-industrial
community with cooperative factory, farms and retail stores. It was the only one established for
urban Jewish garment workers. One of the last physically intact communities established by the fed-
eral subsistence program, it is also closely associated with the life and works of the artist, Ben

Shahn.”

From N.J. Historical Commission Newsletter, May 1984.
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When Roosevelt was Really Paradise
By Michael Ticktin

As we prepare to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Jersey Homesteads
community in 1936, and the founding of the Borough of Jersey Homesteads in 1937, it is well to
remember that this place in which we now live was here, and was lived in, before 1936. This part
of Millstone Township, or at least the section of it south of Empty Box Creek, even had a name.
It was a hamlet called Paradise.

Paradise does not appear to have been an overly populated rural center. Indeed, the area that was
clearly part of Paradise, as shown on the accompanying 1889 map, had only one house, which ap-
pears to have been at or near what is now the northwest corner of the intersection of South Rochdale
Avenue and Tamara Drive. Within the territory that was later to be Jersey Homesteads (and
Roosevelt), however, the Greater Paradise Metropolitan Area if you will, there were eight more

s (L ssler

/ g ™
Chambers'

/'.

N

N
T~
7
/ < / \\\\ "/
/,/ \ J (3 © = ; N - l:‘/
/ .’A’C'Havelz'nc\i, , e X g er 24 \\\:_-:,’4/-’ TTe--lns
A - A s L)
’ . - - . /‘_ - N . /’/%w]')

t\e E.Chermberk

ity e i TN
e N
Sz{ffﬁ””;};& o g \)&5 . | _oCAILE L

l,nhp‘:tv." ‘A _ﬁM- —~ .\ > —

~



houses. Five of these — the Britten House, the farm house of the horse farm at the end of Lake
Drive, the farm house on the long right-of-way extending from North Rochdale Avenue and two
houses on Nurko Road — are still standing. The other three were located near the southeast corner
of Homestead Lane and North Rochdale Avenue, near the triangle on Tamara Drive and north of
Nurko Road on the opposite side of North Rochdale Avenue. ,

Admittedly, the historical significance of the hamlet of Paradise is modest. County maps pub-
lished in 1851 and 1861 do not show the name. Indeed, who considered this to be Paradise and why
are mysteries the answers to which are not found in any records I have been able to locate. With
the coming of the Jersey Homesteads development the name Paradise disappeared as quietly as it
had come, leaving behind only the popular name of the hill leading from South Rochdale Avenue
into the Assunpink Wildlife Management Area — Paradise Hill.

There is part of the present territory of Roosevelt, however, which may have had significance in
the Revolutionary War. North of Eleanor Lane, there is a ridge which contains the highest land in
the Borough. From an elevation of 190 feet above sea level at North Valley Road, it rises to over
300 feet in Millstone Township. According to a 1982 history of Millstone by Jean E. Mount, this
hill between Roosevelt, Clarksburg and Perrineville exhibits patterns of drainage that conform to
descriptions of a hill known during the Revolution as Center Hill. In 1779, Center Hill was one of
three hills in Monmouth County that constituted part of a network of beacons intended to be used
for signaling the militia throughout the northern part of the State. It is known to have been located
within Millstone Township, though its precise location is uncertain.

Without the events of 1936, this place would surely never have risen to the status of an Historic
District. But never forget that before then it was Paradise.



Department of The Interior
Memorandum to The Press

YO dllraol IN aVENING FAPLRES
GATURLAY , LLCHMH#LR 23, 1933

Secretery idarold L. Ickes today sncounced plans for the estuovlisnment of n
subsistence Lomestesad co.uwunity in Monmouth County, Aew versey, uuder the direction
of the Subsistence Houmesteada Divislon of the Deyartment of the Interior.

Toe project will Le & demonstration in decentrclized industry :=ad suusistence
farming, iavolving necedle workere in the clothia,: tradee. homestesds will ve
provided for 200 faillies, iacluding ap;roximately 1,000 people. The cost of ench
homestead will be adout $3,000.

Practically &ll of the howmestesaders will be selected from rmong Jewish needle !
workers in the congested clothing manufacturing aree of New Yor: City, with & few i
from Jersey City, hewark and Philadelpuls, ;

A loan of $500,000 will be wade Uy the Federal Subsistence Howmestesds Corporation
through which tne Division fuactions, to « local corporstiom to b orgtnized within
8 few days which will assume responsibility for developmeat of the project.

A factory tuilding to be financed entirely by private funds will be erected
in the comuunity. near the post-office of Hightetown, New Jersey. The factory
building will cost froa #12,000 to 315,000, with the cost of equipment bringlag
the total iavestment in it from $30,000 to $35,000.

The factory will bave private su;port to the extent where the homestesders will
be assured of & definite cash iacome and will operste under provisions of the N.R.A.
code. There occupants of the homesteamds will follow their ordin:ry occupations.
The factory will wmaintain contact with the New York market for its supply of un-
finished goode snd for disposal of ite finished product.

¥or years the congestion of the needle trade has been reg-r<+d s« unhealthy
both socially snd industrially. sewmvers of the Jewish race represent the biguest
elagle group eaong necedle workers. (hey Lave ¢restly suffered from insufficlency
of light, ventiletion and other uns:tisfactory woricing comditions.

The Monwmouth factory will be erected with 2 view of scrviug s & uodel bn
design, in providing workers with the wost sstisfactory physical conditions, and
will be organlzed wo me to adapt itself to full cooperative ownership eve:tuslly,
The cooperation of necdle trade labor orgtnizetione has been obtsined and their
sympathetie interest in the demounstration assured.

Each homestezd 11) have sn acre or wore for & vcgetable garden, fruit $rees,
aad a lawn. Options have been obtained on 1,253 aeres of lsnd, revreseatin, ei-nt
farms which have veeu under inteneive cultivatbon. Thue richest 200 scres will be
used ar homestesd sites. The remsinder will be orgsniszed into & cooperative farm
wuich will have & dairy herd, & heanery, and fucilitiee for providing other food
wants of the coammunity.
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Members of the community will coanttibute labor to the farm which will not
engage in production for sale outside of the comuunity.

A school capable of housing 300 pupils end a community center will also be
erected.

Lucn jurcasser of & homestead will be required to iwake & down peyment of $60Q,
with 8 purchase contract calling for smortized peyments of the ualance gwing over
a2 period of 20 years.

Tne Sew Jersey College of Agriculture has been asked to cooperaité in
development of the project.

The Soard of Lirectors will include 2 representative of tane Federal Subsistence

Howmes$eads Corporstion. Five other Directors will Dei

Benjamin hrown, dew York City, one of the originators of the project, nnd for
years the New York representative of the Utan sund Idaho Poultry Co-operztive
Asgociations, and Preaident of the Producers Distributing Ajency, New York, a
cooperstive service sagency.

Alfred VWsllerstein, retiredsmsnufscturer.

Rabbi Jonah B. wise, widely known leader in Jewish Dlivinity snd social
sctivities.

¥1lias Lieberman, Vice Presideant of the jiorkmen's Circle, a Jewish Praternal
Order with 88,000 members.

Mumerous Jewish, social, industrial, labor, cooperative =nd fruternsl orgsn-
isations are sssisting in the developmeant of tine project, which is one of & series
of voried demonstration projects ia eubsistence farming belng sponsored by the
S.bsistence Homesteads Divieslon. Hepresentatives of - group of these will ueet
Saturday u#ight and Sundey st tne Hotel Pennsylvrala, ¥ew York. &. L. Vilson,
Director of the Subsistence Howesteals Divielon, will sddress the group Sundey.
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Benjamin Brown
By Jessica Hecht

Benjamin Brown was a man dedicated to the cause of the Jewish people — their hardships and troubles as Jews and
as immigrants to the United States. This is his story and the story of the dream he set out to accomplish.

Brown was born and brought up in Russia. At the age of sixteen, in 1901, he immigrated to the United States. Having
no education except for that which he received at Hebrew school in Russia, he worked at a menial job in a factory during
the day, studying at night. He was determined at the time to enter college, so he attended the Drexel Institute in
Philadelphia, soon after which he entered Penn State College, intending to become an agricultural engineer. This field
of study was his choice, for he saw agriculture as an important means of bettering and helping the Jewish people to help
themselves. The condition of the Jews in Russia was insufferable at the time of Brown’s childhood and throughout his
lifetime. Their hardships and poverty were indeed very great. They received little, if any, education, which maintained
their position on the bottom rung of the ladder. And — a great factor in their problems — they were forbidden to own
any farmland. Benjamin Brown wanted to restore the dignity these people had been deprived of, as well as help them
to lead better, productive lives.

After graduating from college, Brown joined the Jewish Agricultural and Colonial Association in New York, later
becoming president. Under his leadership, the group established an agricultural colony in Utah, known as Clarion.
While in Utah, Brown became involved with many Zionist agricultural movements. From 1916-1922, he was a director
of the Piute Reservoir and Irrigation Project. In 1921, he began working on the organization of another cooperative.
By 1922, under his direction, the Utah Poultry Farmers Marketing Cooperative was on a statewide basis; Brown was
Director-of-Markets and President of this co-op for a number of years. During all this time, he maintained his own New
Jersey farm on what is now the Hechalutz Farm, raising livestock and various crops. In 1925, he went to the Midwest,
where poultry conditions were terrible. He established a co-op with many of these poultry farmers and became manager
of the marketing. So great was the help he gave these farmers that soon their organization numbered in the thousands.
He then moved his headquarters to New York.

Because of his successes in agricultural administration, Brown was asked by Chaim Weizman, then president of the
World Zionist Organization, to investigate agricultural possibilities in Israel, then called Palestine. He also did the same
for the Jewish people in the summer of 1929 in Russia.

During the depression of the 30’s millions became jobless. As a remedy for this situation, President Roosevelt estab-
lished the Works Progress Administration. Under the Secretary of the Interior, the W.P.A. began to open up homestead
projects to provide the jobless with jobs and homes. These homesteads coincided somewhat with Brown’s idea of start-
ing a cooperative community. He presented his idea to the government and, with the help of the Sec. of Agriculture,
the ideas were accepted. In 1933 Brown was appointed Chairman of the Board of Sponsors and Advisers of the Jersey
Homesteads Project.

The plan for the Jersey Homesteads Project was to have an independent and cooperative community. There was to
be a garment factory, as most of the New York immigrant Jews were needleworkers of some sort, and two hundred
homes, with two-thirds of the people working in the factory. There were to be approximately a half dozen farmers (in-
cluding dairy, poultry ranches, and vegetable farms), a general store, roads, elementary school, a sewage system, and
other public facilities. Each family was to make a capital investment of $500.

The town was started with an initial investment of $800,000 acquired from the government on the promise that it
would be complete within three or four months. However, at the end of two years, the project was not nearly complete.
Many problems and difficulties arose, so serious that the idea of a cooperative town had to be dropped. Brown financed
the project personally toward the end, but to no avail. The project had failed, and had to be abandoned. The houses were
rented to the occupants and the farms sold. The factory was rented to a private enterprise, and by 1950, it too was sold.
With the death of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the name of the project was changed to Roosevelt, N.J., honouring the
man who had helped Benjamin Brown so greatly. The school, the roads, the water works — all were transferred to the
Borough by the government.

Benjamin Brown died in 1939. In spite of the failure of Brown’s original idea, a very unique and different community
has sprung from his and others’ efforts. Although the town is not a cooperative as was intended, the people have main-
tained a cooperative spirit and a great pride in their community.

For many years the school’s eighth grade students were required to write an essay on Benjamin Brown, founder of the
community. This is one example .

11
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Cartoon from “The Day,” Jewish newspaper, translated “2,000 take part in opening ceremony of
Hightstown factory.”
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The Origins of
Jersey Homesteads
An Overview

By Michael L. Ticktin

When Franklin D. Roosevelt assumed the Presidency of the United States in early 1933, the country was in the midst
of its greatest economic crisis, the Great Depression. Not surprisingly, the new administration was willing to consider
any idea or proposal that might help in the enormous task of restoring prosperity and economic stability.

One sentiment that found widespread acceptance was that it would be a good idea to get as many people as possible
out of the miserable conditions then existing in the cities and back to the land. One plan for doing this that found support
in the new administration was for the creation of “subsistence homesteads”, communities that would be largely self-suf-
ficient in which, by cooperative efforts, the residents would satisfy their economic and social needs in the countryside.

The Subsistence Homesteads Program was authorized under Section 208 of the National Industrial Recovery Act.
(This Act is better known for having authorized the establishment of the National Recovery Administration — or N.R.A.
— whose symbol, the blue eagle, is used on our Borough stationery.) The first Director of the Division of Subsistence
Homesteads in the Department of the Interior, Milburn L. Wilson, an agricultural economics expert from Montana, was
influenced in his belief that the subsistence homesteads would provide a model for new and better forms of social or-
ganization by the communities which had been built by the Mormons in Utah which had, through cooperation, pros-
pered in a harsh desert environment.

The Subsistence Homesteads Division, its successor the Resettlement Administration in the Department of Agricul-
ture (under whose auspices Jersey Homesteads was completed), and the Federal Emergency Relief Administration built
a total of 99 new communities containing 10,938 units. Among these, Jersey Homesteads was unique in three respects:
it was the only agro-industrial cooperative, it was designed as a model for the larger greenbelt towns which were in-
tended to embody the “garden city” concept of the great English planner Ebenezer Howard, and it was expressly de-
signed as a settlement for European Jewish immigrants.

As a Jewish agro-industrial cooperative community, Jersey Homesteads represented the culmination of the life’s
work of Benjamin Brown. Brown came to America from Russia at the age of 16 in 1901. He was interested in rural
cooperatives and, by 1919, had organized a poultry cooperative in central Utah and, by 1925, he was managing a distri-
bution organization for western cooperatives in New York City. Seeing the conditions of Jewish garment workers in
New York, he was convinced that their lives would be improved by relocation to rural cooperative communities.

In 1928, Brown was a member of an American delegation that went to the Soviet Union to provide technical assist-
ance in agricultural distribution. Also in that delegation was none other than Milburn L. Wilson. Thus was established
the contact that enabled Brown to transform his idea into reality when the times were right.

In June, 1933, Brown met with representatives of Jewish labor and community organizations to present his proposal.
Out of this meeting came the Provisional Commission for Jewish Farm Settlements in the United States, with Brown
as chairman. The Commission also included such prominent individuals as Rabbi Stephen Wise, Bureau of Labor
Statistics Chief Isidor Lubin and, later, Albert Einstein. When the Subsistence Homesteads Program was announced,
the Commission applied to Director Wilson for a $500,000 loan to establish a community for 200 Jewish garment work-
ers. The loan was approved in December, 1933 and the Commission, now the Board of Directors of a Government-
owned corporation called Jersey Homesteads, Inc., bought the 1200 acres that are today the Borough of Roosevelt for
$96,000. (According to the incorporation papers of Jersey Homesteads, Inc., which are on file in the office of the New
Jersey Secretary of State, the community was to have been called the Asifa Homesteads Community — Asifa being the
Hebrew word for “harvest” or “gathering”. Instead, however, the name of the corporation became the name of the com-
munity.)

In January, 1934, Jersey Homesteads, Inc. appointed Max Blitzer, a former assistant to the President of William and
Mary College, as project manager. Applications for participation in the community were solicited through Jewish news-
papers and organizations. Despite the $500 payment required — a considerable sum in 1934 — 800 applications were re-
ceived.

The project, however, began to run into difficulties. The cost of building the homes was substantially increased by
the price-raising codes of the N.R.A. Cattle, which could have been purchased cheaply elsewhere in the country, could
not be brought into New Jersey because of State laws. Then Brown and his associates lost actual control of the project
when the Subsistence Homesteads Division took direct charge and Wilson resigned.

13
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THE FIRST SETTLERS AT HIGHTSTOWN, N. J.—Here are some ¢f the first group of Bronx and.Bréoklyn families who left for the cooperative
settlement at Hightstown, N. J., a colony built by the government. The houses will be occupied by needle workers, who'll also work in the same town.
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By the fall of 1934, the Subsistence Homesteads Division had construction underway. Another major problem arose,
however, which almost destroyed the project. Brown’s plan had been for the garment factory, the economic base of the
community, to be privately operated until such time as the homesteaders were ready to run it cooperatively. He realized
that more was required for a successful cooperative than simply bringing a bunch of workers out to the country and tel-
ling them to cooperate, and he saw the need for a transition period.

David Dubinsky, President of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers Union, however, would not agree to the
removal of jobs from New York. The ILGWU was unalterably opposed to “runaway shops” leaving New York to go
elsewhere and would not, despite the pleading of Einstein and others, make an exception even in this case where the
workers would all be ILGWU members and a significant social experiment was at stake. (Dubinsky’s reported comment
to Einstein was, “When it comes to physics, you’re the professor. When it comes to labor, I’'m the professor.”) When
the ILGWU refused to cooperate, the Subsistence Homesteads Division stopped work on the project.

In May, 1935, the Subsistence Homesteads program was transferred to the Resettlement Administration, which was
headed by Rexford Tugwell. Tugwell was a strong advocate of economic planning and planned communities and, under
his leadership, the Resettlement Administration decided to proceed with Jersey Homesteads. It was Tugwell who de-
cided to make Jersey Homesteads the prototype of the greenbelt towns that were to be the Resettlement Administration’s
major accomplishment. Indeed, the three greenbelt towns that were built — Greenbelt, Md. (890 units), Greendale, Wis.
(640 units) and Greenhills, Ohio (737 units) — have town plans that show the same principles of clustering, open space
organization and street design and facilities location found in Jersey Homesteads. Tugwell also intended to have build-
ings with cement slab walls as well as roofs built in Jersey Homesteads as a demonstration of their usability for the
greenbelt towns.

Unfortunately, the first such building built here collapsed and cinder block was substituted for the walls. (The story
sometimes told in Roosevelt to the effect that the Jersey Homesteads houses were “supposed to have been built in the
southwest and Cape Cods built here and the plans got switched is totally without foundation, since Tugwell chose the
design for the houses — the Bauhaus style developed by Walter Gropius and his followers in Weimar Germany, which
emphasized functionalism and rectilinear design — and specifically designated Jersey Homesteads as the place in which
they should be built.)

Construction resumed at Jersey Homesteads in August of 1935. Brown and Blitzer, who was still project manager,
continued to be unable to reach an agreement with Dubinsky. On November 26, 1935, the Resettlement Administration
announced that it would assume sole responsibility for the project, including the negotiations concerning the factory.
Blitzer was dismissed and Brown, though recognized as the community leader, no longer had any control of the project.
The Resettlement Administration was able to secure Dubinsky’s approval for the project, however, so long as it would
operate as a cooperative from the outset. The homesteaders, the 120 families that had paid $500 to participate in the
project, then organized the factory cooperative, which was called the Workers’ Aim Association.

By May, 1936, the factory was completed and the first homes were nearing completion. On May 17, 1936, the first
community picnic was held, as the homesteaders and their friends came out to see the project. On July 10, 1936, the
first seven families moved in. On August 2, 1936, the factory was dedicated in a ceremony attended by 2,000 people.
In his dedication speech, Benjamin Brown declared that the ideology behind Jersey Homesteads was not Communism

September 3rd, 1935 ‘44;2?
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Early street scene. Notice the muddy streets and characteristic flat-topped Bauhaus-style homes.
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(as some were then charging) but “common sense-ism”. The factory’s trade name would be “Tripod,” reflecting the
community’s unique status as a “triple cooperative” of factory, farm and community stores. He predicted that the
cooperative would achieve security and prosperity for its members based on craftsmanship and pride of achievement.

By the early part of 1937, all of the Jersey Homesteads houses were completed. On May 29, 1937, the Governor
signed into law an act establishing the Borough of Jersey Homesteads. (Formation of a separate municipality had not
been an original objective and I recall having been told by the late Harry Katzenellenbogen, an original resident who
was active in Borough life for many years, that the separation from Millstone was forced upon the community by
Millstone residents who wanted nothing to do with this assembly of Jewish garment workers thrust into their midst. In
other words, what Brown, Wilson and Tugwell saw as a great social innovation, and the homesteaders saw as an oppor-
tunity for security in a pleasant environment, the other residents of Millstone saw only as Paradise lost.)

As is well-known, the cooperatives did not last. The inability of people to adopt the attitudes and patterns of behavior
necessary to make cooperatives work, the selection process that virtually excluded younger people who might have been
more flexible and adaptable, the lack of good management, and the difficult economic times are all factors that have
been cited to explain the failure. Yet, despite the failure of the original plan, it is generally agreed that Jersey Home-
steads, both before and after it became Roosevelt, has been remarkably successful as a community. In 1941, despite
the economic failure, a survey found the residents quite happy with the community, with most people participating in
organizations and having many friends in the community. It is this sense of community, fostered as it is by a physical
plan that gives everyone pleasant surroundings and enough space without imposing isolation, which is perhaps the most
enduring legacy of Jersey Homesteads to the Roosevelt which now celebrates its Jubilee.
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T ugwellViHe, N. J. Resettlement Project— By T.E. POWBI’S
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Costly Delays Weighing Upon
Tugwell’s Hightstown Fiasco

Homes Not Ready Though Eight Families
Were Due Yesterday—Model House
Plant Is Now Being Dismantled.

By EDMUND DE LONG.

Special Dispatch to THER SuN.

HIGHTSTOWN, N. J., July 9.—Here in the tranquil New
Jersey countryside, with the broiling summer sun beating
down on the flat cement roofs of Prof. Rexford Guy Tug-
well’s experimental co-operativa town, the New Deal is

having some rough going.

In spite of the utopian dreams of
the town’s sponsors and the stout-
hearted contentjona of its publiaity
corps, the wheels of the Resettle-
ment Administration’s complicated
machinery have clogged, causing
confusion and a considerahle meas-
ure of resentment

From the inception of thie preten-
tious project, designed to bring the
more abundant life ta 200 garment
workers and their families, Dr, Tug-
well's ballyhoo unit haa labored
manfully to send the impreasion
ahbroad that all has been functioning
like clockwerk, but such has never
been the case. Delays have oc-
curred and extravagancea have
mounted. Probably no one knowa
what the ultimate cost to the tax-
payers will be, for the most quraory
survey reveals that it will exceed
the original estimate by thousands
of dellars.

Questions Are Parpjed,

Rack from the broad dirt road
which leads into the rural fastness
from the nearest concrete highway,
riges the prize white elephant. No
ona talks of it, and questions con-
cerning its once vaupted utilitarian
purpose are parried. Twa months
ago The Sun’s reporter asked what
was to become of it—this $3,000,-
000 factory built to the ascampani-
ment of great Tugwellian -trumpet-
ing and fanfare, to turn out model
housges on a mass production basis—
and now he has his answer. The
elephant is to be removed from its
pedestal of triumph. It is to be
torn down and forgotten as far as
the New Deal is concerned. Al-
ready the dismantling has started.

A hit disconsolately, the visitor per-
mits his eyes to rove over the land-
gcape, absorbing the details of the
small, flat-roofed, eellarleag homes
in which the hopes and dreams of
| the chosen two hundred are cen-
tered. They dot the surreunding
eauyntryside, seemingly identical, al-
theugh there are fjfteen designs.
Ona is inclined to speculate on how
they will appear once they are in-
habited.

Some are nearing completion, hut
they are not go near completion an
Dr. Tugwell’s publicity boys would
have one believe. And there ligs the
hitch which has started some
grumbling.

Families Did Not Arrive.

The big day was to have been
yesterday when eight familjes were
scheduled to arrive from New York
with their bags, baggage, children
and household cats. It was to have
been a red-letter day for Tugwell
Town with Dr. Rexford Guy on
hand, in person, to extend the palm
of welcome.

But Dr. Tugwell did not arrive,
and neither did the eight families,
The doctor hurried to the drought
regions, where votes are going to
count this fall, while the families
rvemained in their tenement sur.
roundings to make peacs with their
landlords according to their indi-
vidual ingenuity. Dr. Tugwell as-
signed seemingly adequate reasons
for his journey West, but there
were other reasons, perhaps, why
the Tugwellian presence did not
grace Monmouth county’'s rolling
countryside, These are to be found
in the fact that the houses even
now are not ready for human habi-
tation. No stoves for ane thing.
For persons accustomed to eating
their meat and vegetables cooked
this had its plausible drawbacks.

Now, they ere hoping that the
stoves can be installed by tomorrow,
Saturday or early next week. Then
will the clarion notes float forth,
but not until then. In the mean-
time, tuck in the lower lips, boys,
and make the beat of it.

Faotory Alsn Unfinished.

Ta the left, as one appreaches
the utopian reservation sita the
needlawork factory, modern to the
laat inch of ita shining surfaces,
elegant and highly reminiscent of a
manuive greenhouse. 1t {an’'t fin-
iahed either, but the boys en the joh
are exerting every effort te get it
ready.

It it {sn’t ready in the next ten
days or so it will be teo late to start
work on next season's garments,
and to garment workers hopeful of
earning a living through their co-
operative endeavors the prospect of
any delay has an ominous ring.

Such an eventuality would hardly’

be congtrued as being in the nature
of a roaring start.

The optimists around the reserva-
tion are relying on their horseshaes
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| doubters.

and rabbits’ feet to pull them
through, but even in the happiest
of circumatances a few dark elouds
still mar the horizon. It is going
to require mere than eight work-
men to get the wheels jn mation, so
what abeut the others. Where will
they live? On this point there ap-
peared to be a variety of views, one
being that the extras would prabe
ably board around the countryside,

Extra Help a Prgblem.

How much extra halp will be
necessary is a matter of conjectyre.
The question of whether er net men
comfortably settled with theiy fam-
ilies in New York will be willing
to move hare before their prospec-
tive homes gre ready and seek
lodgings in Hightstown, feur miles
away, or in neighboring farm-
houses, providing the farmers are
willing to share their homes, is one
which will draw its full quota of

Two hundred homes wil] bs ready
some time, but when? That is the
question of the moment.

Each homesteader is paying $500,
and the cost of the projeat, as orig-
inally outlined, was to be $1,800,000.
This, of course, was not to inelude
the overhead of Dr. Tugwell's of-
fice.

On the basis of an actual cost
of $2,000,000, which is still een-
sidered too low a figure by most
building authorities, the cost is
$10,000 a family.

Heow It Figures Ont.

Since the tenants all pay $500
down, this leaves $9,500 owed to the
Gavernment, Let the {ollowing table
speak for itsglf and, therefore, to
the texpayer:
lntorest at B por cent on $9,500...... &1433

Amortlntion at’s per nont on $9,500, 285

k4017 O P P TRR T T S ‘860

Rent at $24 per,month....esesesacess $288
* - -
Annyal loss per famlily..... cessernes 72

Is this, then, model housing? Let
the taxpayer answer. Let him eon-
sider the ultimate outcome if Dr.
Tugwell’s ideas extended to the rest
of the country in the same ratio.

Let him consider, too, the lesson
offered by the $3,000,000 plant now
being dismantled.

Heralded by Dr. Tugwell and his
associates as being a forward step
which would revolutionize the build-
ing industry and bring model homes |
within the range of the masses 4t
,wu suddenly abandoned when it'!
‘'was found that the basic patents on
the process to be used in turning
out homes like hotcakes were held
by Simon Lake, the engineer and
submarine designer,

Mr. Lake graciously helped Mr.
Tugwell and his associates out of
their predicament by offering them
the use of his patents, but by then
some one had a different idea.
Some one had purchased 100,000
cinder blocks and the orders had
been issyed to go ahead with thig
type of oconstruction, even though
the expanse involved was far great-
er. Buch being the orders, the con-
struotion work has preceeded, but
with what delays and at what ex-
pense to the taxpayers.
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Jersey Homesteaders Giving Thanks

Harvest Profit $17,000 and Fac

tory Output Is in Demand

New community store at Jersey
Homesteads project at Hights-
town does flourishing business.
Above, left to right, Mrs. Abe
Topal and Mrs. Sarah Notterman
buy Thanksgiving provisions
from Nathan Dubin, official
butcher and storekeeper of
colony. Below at right, William
Singer, Newark veteran, looks
happy as he handles shock of
corn on community farm. Farm
showed handsome profit in first
season of operation.

By E. B. Berlinrut.

HIGHTSTOWN, Nov. 21. — Their
first Thanksgiving Day!

A year, two years ago—this holi-
day of America’s Pilgrim pioneers
was meaningless for thenr. From the
squalor of tenements where most of
them lived and in dingy factories
where their men worked, how could
they conjure up pictures of the boun-
ties of America’s soil and forests, of
her richness in opportunity?

But now!

With all the fervor and gratitude
the earlier pioneers knew, 50 modern
settler families — 200 persons — will
celebrate their first Thanksgiving in
the Jersey homesteads colony here
Thursday.

Causes for Thanks,

They will give thanks for the amaz-
ing harvest their 414-acre community
farm has yielded for the season—a
net profit equivalent to $17,000.

They will offer thanks for the suc-
cess promised in the first three
months of operation of their co-oper-
ative garment factory.

They will give thanks for the suc-

cess which has greeted opening of

their community-owned store; for
their warm, comfortable, sunny
homes; for the herd of cows and
flock of chickens they are about to
receive; for the new farm machinery
they have bought; for the tons of
corn in the community cribs; for the
health they have enjoyed in the out-
of-doors; and, most of all, for their
freedom from individual economic
worry and for the excellent prospects
for community prosperity which face
them.

Take William Singer, former New-

arker, for example. See what he has

to be thankful for.

A World War veteran, he has a
wife and two boys, seven and 12. Be-
fore coming here he lived in a
dreary, dark flat on Court sireet. He
bad been a long time without steady
employment and food was scarce.

Mr. Singer is not a member of the
International Ladies’ Garment Work-
ers’ Union, as are most others ih the
"colony. His youth was spent on a

l Continued on Page 14, Column 7. |
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Homesteaders Find

Causes for Thanks

Continued From First Page.

farm. When he heard of the Jersey
Homesteads, a co-operative colony
which the United States government
proposed to found, he applied for ad-
mittance as a farmer.

The only obstacle—raising the $500
which must be paid into the common
fund before any one became a mem-
ber of the community—he solved by
using his veteran's bonus when it
arrived. He had served overseas two
years.

Now he lives in a five-room, mod-
ern attractive house of his own. It
is heated by warm air in winter,
cooled in summer. It has windows—
wide ones and many of them. It has
an electric refrigerator. Behind the
house lies an acre of ground in whjch
he may raise vegetables or flowers.

He pays $24 a month for his home—
and this amount, eventually, will pay
for it. The government is his mort-
gagor. He earns a salary which is
modest, but permits him to pay
“rent,” buy plenty of food from the
community store and have, enough
left for other living costs and a small
weekly saving.

“It's Wonderful Here.”

Happy? “Things here are wonder-
ful,” his wife said yesterday. “The
house is so nice I can hardly believe
it’s really ours. All the sunshine and
the fresh air—we enjoy it as much as
the children.”

Mr. Singer: “Gee! It should have
been started 20 years ago.”

All families at the colony are Jew-
ish because most of the needle trades
workers in the New York area are of
that faith. Gentile families were in-
cluded in the list originally invited to
join, but none. accepted.

The colony is designed to house
200 families with a total population
of 1,000. The 150 houses still to be
occupied are now under construction.
The next batch will be completed
early next year. There are approxi-
mately 800 applicant families. The
community is already self-subsistent
and every indication is that it will
ultimately be able to repay the gov-
ernment building and other costs to
which it was put.

Another Newark family at the col-
ony is that of Mr, and Mrs. Abraham
Lipsky. They formerly lived in the
third floor at 407 Badger avenue with
their child. Mr. Lipsky is one of the
half-dozen farmers in the colony. His
wife, Rose, 26, attended South Side
and, Central High schools in Newark,

“Completely Salisfied.”
“We're completely satisfied,” Mrs.
Lipsky said. “The life is different
from what we’'ve been accustomed to,
although my husband worked on a
farm when he was a boy. The homes
are delightful. What do we do with
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our evenings? It's hard to explain—
we don’t seem to have enough of
them. We visit with neighbors, at-
tend community meetings, read, listen
to the radio. The time flies.”

Among the group waiting to get in
is Julius Kessler of 85 Hillside ave-
nue, Newark. He is a finisher in the
garment factory. He lives in the
community boarding house during
the week and on weekends visits his
family in Newark. He hopes to ob-
tain one of the 150 houses now under
construction in the 1,250-acre reset-
tlement tract.

Throughout the community spirits
and morale are extremely high. The
loan of approximately $18,000 for
seeds and farm equipment with which
the colony farm was ‘estublished has
just been paid off in fiill to the Rural

{ Rehabilitation Corporgtiou.

Because potatoes, 'tomatoes” and
other commodities brought an un-
usually high price this year the col-
ony was able, after ipaying the loan,
to buy $6,000 worth ¢f machinery, de-
posit nearly $7,000 in’ its fund and
keep on hand $4,000 worth of corn
fodder.

Dairy Is Planned.

Negotiations are under way to buy
a herd of 75 Holstein and Guernsey
cows and more than 2,000 chickens.
This dairy will give the farmers
something to do in winter and will
provide cheaper milk, butter and eggs
for the colony.

So good are prospects for the col-
only that Public Service, after in-
vestigating thoroughly, decided to
run a five-mile pipe line to bring
gas to the community for cooking
purposes. This represents a substan-
tial investment by Public Service
and is considered evidence of that
corporation's faith in the soundness
of the project.

By next summer the colonists ex-
pect to have a canning factory, where
they will by able to can their to-
matoes and other produce.

Sentiment in neighboring commu-
nities, which at first was inclined to
be hostile, has undergone a change.
The colony residents, it is now felt,
will be good neighbors. Furthermore,
their presence promises to raise real
estate values in the area.

Boris Drasin. president of the
Workers’ Aim Co-operative Associa-
tion, which is made up of colonists
and controls policies and activities
of the colony, said yesterday:

Factory’s Prospects Bright.

“We could not possibly have ex-
pected better things. It is only too
bad our faciory couldn’t have begun
operation earlier, because we had a
number of orders to fill.

“Our showrooni in New York and
our salesmen are having great suc-
cess. Our factory pays union wages,
and we work a 35-hour week. Our
clothing is being sold not because it
is cheap, but because of its quality
of workmanship. I believe we will
be rushed next year. We are work-
ing on spring samples now.

“Our people are happy and hopes.
ful. Our first Thanksgiving here will
be a very full one.” .
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NEw JERSEY SENATE

FRANX DURAND

SeA GIRT, N. J.

Lpril 19, 1¢37

lr, Philip Coldstein

President, Jerscy llomesteads Civic
Association

Ilightstown, llew Jersey.

Dear 1r. Coldstein:

The bill %o
incor; orate the Derough of Jersey
ilomesteads has Leen reported from
Cormittee favorably and I expect
to bring it Lefore the Senate for
e vote at the session on April 1{th.

Should it be
rassed by the Senate, it will o
to the Assembly for their irmediate
consideration.

Very truly yours,

e

frant: Durand

FD:B
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Sunday, February 14, 1937

With this first issue of the
cambined Senior, Junior, and Juvenile
papers, a promising cultural progran
begins to bloames The history of the
Jersey Homesteads will at last be per=-
petuated in a newspaper that will be
worthy of its reputations A satisfactory
mixture of the two languages, Yiddish
and English, will be worked out in the
near future to make facts understandable
to all, regardless of their reading abili-
ties.

We heartily welcome individ=-
ual or group contributions, announcements,
articles of current interest (?), fiction
stories, etc.

Please address all or any
contributions to anyone on +the Editorial
Staff,

* % kK K ok %
§ Notice

Homesteaders are urged to contri-
bute to the Red Cross fund for flood
rolief purposes. Donations can be sent
through the Editors of this paper,

Let all Homestoaders be proud of
the fact that our industrial co-op, WACA,
has been able to do its part in helping
to relieve tho distress in the flooded
rogions by sending out West pamy  winter
coats.
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YOU CAN'T STOP AND GC FORWARD

Vlo are too lute to cheer many
of the Homesteaders on to a good start in
a new mode of living, due to the fact
that the colony is already ono~half year
in existence, but we can and will choer
you on to keop up the splendid undortal=
ings that you have begun, that is, thc
ferm, the factory, and the commissary.
Don't let your onthusiam be slowcd up by
same unimportant happenings. Just leep
up tho good work,

Two cxecutives werc discussing
& big business problom onc day; they had-
an opportunity to disposc of their hold=-
ings at a profit and oscapo difficultios
which throatencd to reduce their returns
unless properly mot and overcome, - If
ovorcomo, thoir rcturns would be groater
than ever. Onc of the cxecutives, hearing
the hum of an airplanc, looked up and his
first thought solved thcir problceme This
was his mental rcaction to thc glimpse of
tho airplanc;

"™that a sad fix that flycr
would bo in if ho stoppod right now. Ho
has plenty to worry about no mattor how
casily he appears to be drifting along,
but ho must kecop on going or crash,"

This story is a true onc,

The other:” fellowts businoss
always looks oasicst and most appealing,
ospecially if itts succossiul, But cvery
line of cndcavor, whother it is selling
groccrics, farming, rixing cutomobiles,
making coats, banking, or publishing a
newspaper, brings worries and troublcs,
tcmporary lossos, difficultics and fcears,
trials and tribulations. I onc stops in
mid-air just bccauso therc is a black
cloud aheed, he is truly in a sad fix,
and it is ho who tckes a hard fall,

Going forward, refusing to
stop, bring tho plecasurcs of cnterprisc:
charactor, rcspeet of ncigabors and
fricnds, an ovor=brightening future,
true friondshins, and thc courage to
koep on plugging in the facc of great
difficultios.

YOU CAN'T STOP AND GO FORWARD



— —————— .

31M D)y 1111ue)
18 23wphgp w2 ven nahm 10

TOR IRIIRY 15 PT BIRI DAV
BYNRIBYL P*I3IRD APTIIR R
T ODIR JPILAIRIICKR IR R JAgnyl
IRT J1D 131IYDPIYT Poyryar
JIR 18 21wphygd D20y pISY
R AR IR BRE

Iy BDYPL YRY Yori X
JIR AYpIRS=1YI YT 1D ayIyy v
IRT 21w ROhY Dby tapyTBIYd
D122 }1D QIPISIPID IPIFTYNYI
«17Y3 20 DID'VDIRPIRD PIVDY
DIBBDIK J1D IYOYIPYD IRT | X
S5pxyon YOR JyI~t ,RIRUT3 qan
AIRY R L30T DYT OIX Jynipyl
YOI YT JYNPL TR LBORL Y3wn
JYTTT DRIIR IPOICT YU LIR
N30 JYNPL OFOSR DINK JID AIPXCTIRD
‘T 1B JIPY BRI APILEM APLpIte
JR BYIR DOP2YRUYIIRD P ITPT
TPITYY YT JUTNY JDIR PP CLIRIICK

,3793 730 pretl 30 jynya jyave

+3 _YORY IPDYORIN JYTI OAIIK
119 4yayY 97 vxyy Ix jix jivaa
JI¥RI%1L o0 L.t 30 V1w

BOPLYPIIRD TR IPXCEAIRD YT
210 MPT JI1D APXCFPIRD JID JARNYPL
«}J*OYITINT N30 IRDOIVIVIND

TP J3AXRA BRIARAD IPT JOIR
IRLDIRWURI YT JIR DP o LRI

OR IRLDXRTSURIOACR JOR 1P ITIIRD

YT LAP2INYJOPIRI A0 JIR DIYA
gpy rul ;wu *3 Q3IRTVZIIRD DRI 021N
TURUYL BYIIPAIY JUItY padygn Ljuti
LDyVIIN Dtw yagrIIwr Ja12

TPTOENN LAIRI ART oLy v
ST opAtTIPARY  JjriaNivAnt A ©Rud
TYO O OPMNORAPOVEY By LD NIy 37
CSYTIRORD YT jaz

E O S S

Eot-- 1ilows—=

The mocdern trond of women to scck o
plcece in the sun on licr owii merits wos
rtccntly brought to lizht Ly Firc Chiefl

I~viag Plungion, Mrs. Chosan, wifc of the
cfficient trucking cxccutive of the Homc=-

stc~ds, hns cnlisted clong with 17 other
fircmcen,
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ALUOUGCEMEIITS

Post Officc =

The rogular hours of the Jurcey
llomestcads Post Officc werc rceontl::
givon out by lovely I!7iss Sylvia Cholzen,
thc Homestecds! officicnt postmistress.
liss Sheken rcqueosts that colonists
cnll cerly for their mcil, ond not 1t
it accuwaulcte in the pigconholes.

The post officc is open -

Weckdeys 12 to 1, & 4 to 5:30
Seturdays 11:30 to 1
* * x * * *

Commisscry -

Tho Cormisscry is loccted in llousc
7102, home of lx, N. Dubin and family,
It tcokes up tho centirc garoge and
storage room of the houso, and morc
room is very nccessary to help the
prescnt crowded conditions., Sincc the
cccomodations arc limited, Homcstccders
erc ursently rcquested not to tarry too
long in tho storc.

Tho storo is open =

Wockdays 8 A to 6 PM
Friday 8 MM to 3 P
Saturday 6 IM to 10 I'M
Sunday B Al to 12 uoor
*  x * * * *

Bus Scrvicc -

Tinc tablo=-
Weckday trips from the Ilomcsteads -
9:30 1:30 4:30 6:30 8:30 11
lholqu trips from Iightstow -
10450 1:45 5 €:45 ©9:30 11:30
Seturdey, Sundeoy, cnd HMolidoys =
8:45 9:30 1:30 2 4:30
5 €:30 £:30 11

Fog=

10¢ pcr porson onc wey, children under
twelvo, 5¢. Special trips, othcr tlon
sceducled, 31,00




RA-PE 1 (SUPERSEDES RA-e)
6-1-38
APPOINTMENT-OATH AND STATEMENT

RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION S.2021 L.13
WASHINGTON, D. C.

November 16, 1935,

CAUTION! This letter, whiie evicencing an appoint-

ment as of the date thereof, 1is not to bo accepted as a

)
i
| credential for operating. Any person approached by
l the holder is entitled, on demand, to view his reg-

ular Adoministration credential in the form of a badge

Mr., Oscar Nisnevitz,

I or a current identification card.

Division of Suhurbanﬂssetti;hent

Dear Sir:

You are hereby notified that you have been appointed to the

position of in the
Field Timekeeper EQ~4

Division o Suburban Resettlement of the Resettlement Adminjistration,

at a salary of $,45 PO oy » effective g vember 16, 1935,

for a period of three months, to terminate not later than February 15,
1936.

You are required to take the oath of office immediately, and
£fill out the personal history sueet, enclosed herewith, and return
the same (through the Chief of Division) to the Chief, Division of

Appointments.

You will report for duty in writing.

By direction of the Administrator:

Respectfully,

e

Station:Hightstown,N.J° i S S
a// / \'«, /,/

’ - S
;’ ;/;_/ I L-’/‘ it o A / e ’: S
Legal Residence: N.J. Chief, Appointment SECTION .
C.S. Authority: y
/
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Oscar Nisnevitz

One of Jersey Homestead’s more active residents,
Private First Class Oscar Nisnevitz, died in a
Japanese prison camp in 1943. Oscar, 29 when he
died, had earlier held several positions in the resettle-
ment project before he left to serve his country in
June, 1941.

Among his government positions were Field
Timekeeper and Maintenance Supervisor for the
town. In addition, he had been a member of the
Borough Council and Secretary of the Board of Edu-
cation. It was this strong commitment to the town that
led Oscar to earn a degree in civil engineering that
would help him in his position as the town’s first
water and sewer engineer.

Oscar’s family learned in January, 1943 that he
was being held prisoner in the Philippine Islands. In a
post card datemarked February, 1943, Oscar told his
family that “I am well.” However, final word came
from the State Department in July informing Anna
and Samuel Nisnevitz that their son had died of
malaria. Oscar was the only resident of Jersey Home-
steads to have given his life for his country during
World War II.

Of Oscar Nisnevitz Who

Pvt. Sidney Gushen Writes
»

Died as a Jap Prisoner I\\

Pvt. Sidney Gushen, former mayor of

Jerscy Homesteads, is attached to Post
Surgical Hospital, Ward 53, Fort Dix.
He has written your fore1g11 correspon-
dent the following letter:

“I have just received word that one
of* my very best friends from Jersey
Homesteads has been ‘killed in action.’
The last word we had concerning him
was that he was taken prisoner by the
Japs when Corregidor fell,

“He was in the Engineers in the Phil-
inpines at the time war broke out. The
Red Cross recently notified his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Nisnevitz, that he was
alive and well as a Japanese captive.

Was ‘Perfect Man’

“Full details as to Oscar Nisnevitz’
death are apparently not available thus
far, but he must have been either killed
or died in an internment camp.

“He was about 29 and a graduate of
C. C. N. Y. and Rutgers, specializing
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"in engincering.  He was the govern-
ment engineer at J ¢rscy Homesteads
from 1936 until his induction in the
armed forces in 1941.

“I am writing this letter to you in or-
lder that you might revere his memory
ib telling the people in the vicinity
;about him—about his courage, intelli-
gence, intellectual honesty, fearlessness.
He was almost a perfect man—as per-
fect as I've yet come across. He was
always willing to help another, to see
another’s point of view, ta do his best
for his country.

To Avenge His Death .

“Because of the importance of his
work at the Homesteads, many of us
voluntarily wanted to ask the draft
board for a deferment for him. But he
turned it down flat—refusing to seek a
deferment, wanting to do everything he
could for his land. And it looks as
though he has given his life.

“It is one thing to be killed in battle
but quite another to be killed when a
prisoner of the Japs. Everyone who
knew Oscar Nisnevitz is itching to
avenge his death, and the tlme will
surely come when we can do so.”




JAMES C. AUCHINCL.OSS COMMITTEES:

30 DisTRICT NEW JERSEY RIVERS AND HARBORS
WORLD WAR VETERANS' LEGISLATION

TELEPHONE:

e Congress of the United States
Bouse of Representatives
#Wasbhington, D. €.

June 5, 1945

The Honorable Jacob Rearson
Mayor, Jersey Homesteads
Jersey Homesteads, New Jersey

My dear Mayor Rearson:

Enclosed are a few clippings from the Congressional
Record of June L, in which you will find the resolutions
recently adopted by the Mayor and Council of Jersey
Homesteads.

With every good wish, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

<

JAMES C. AUCHINCLOSS, M. C. L
, L
A:fg {
Enclosure
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A2866

works for his country, prays for their
safe. return, but does this in the closet.
He is a tither and gives 10 percent of his
earnings to God’s Kingdom, yet he does
not have his name on the envelope; he
realizes that any charity with the name
signed to it is not charity. He does what
he can for all public functions without
attracting attention. He is the average
man after all—the real hero not receiving
recognition. This man is truly God’s
nobleman. 3

God Almighty will not look us over for
medals, worldly recognition, or acclaim,
but He will look for soars. Have we suf-
fered? Have our hearts been wounded?
This average man receives no applause
as he marches, no applause at the close
of some statement which is sound wis-
dom. He does not want it. Whether in
the trench, the work shop, the farm,
whether a little mother caring for the
household—they crave no worldly plaud-
its. The average man has no press
agent—he avoids rather than seeks pub-
licity. Whether at home, abroad, in
battle, or in civilian duty, “he carries the
message to Garcia.” No letter to his
Government is written by him asking
“What about me and mine?” He just
thinks, “What can I give to my God and
my country?” Yet he has not only been
forgotten but has been scolded. Chain
speakers, chain writers, and the heads of
those who are seeking publicity have
created for him a most harrowing ex-
perience. He is waking up. Some day
his voice will be heard.

I am attaching hereto an editorial
written by a man who dares to speak and
who speaks with a zeal for righteousness
forged into white heat. I now have the
pleasure to have it inserted in the Con-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, which I hope will be
read by every student of Government in
this country, as well as other countries.

THE SILENT AMERICAN SOON WILL BE HEARD

There is & man in this country who seldom
speaks up. He eats, sleeps, works, votes, and
pays taxes, but his voice is usually as silent
as the falling of the dew. He should be the
most powerful man in the country, yet he
says little. He listens to others, praises what
he likes and condemns what he does not
like—to his limited cluster of assoclates, yet
his volce is never heard on the floor of Con-
gress or the State assembly. He wins our
wars and pays for them. He spends sleepless
nights worrying about his debts and whether
he can send his son away to school. He cuts
his own lawn, repairs the family vacuum
cleaner, washes his car, and paints the back
fence.

He {s the ayerage American.

When elections come he votes, more often
at the November polls than at the primaries,
He scans the ticket, puzzled over a lot of
names with which he is not famillar. He
does the best he can. Buj} there is not much
choice. The political parties have put up
their favorite candidates. Any way he votes
he turns his Government over to organized
political machines. After election day he
goes home to see what will happen. Nothing
does, 50 he goes back to the shop or office and
obscurity.

He is told what he can buy, how far he can
drive his car, and what he can eat., When he
gets his pay check the Government already
has taken out a generous slice. He has read
in the newspaper that the war is costing
untold billlons. But he does not complain.
It is patriotic to pay taxes, especially for a
war, His life, in spite of the freedoms he is
told he enjoys, is hardly his own, There

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—APPENDIX

doesn't seem much he can do about it. So
he keeps on working, eating what he can get,
and paying his taxes.

Some day he will insist upon being all he
has been told he is—a free citizen. He will
insist upon his privileges being restored. He
will insist upon a voice. He will break the
silence. He will demand his rights—hlis free-
doms In such a way that they cannot be
disputed. . .

He is told before national elections that
he is as important as the President when he
walks into a voting booth. It makes ftim feel
good. The day after election, he knows this
is not true. It was merely political salve on
his vanity.

He s getting a Iittle tired of a govern-
ment so far away running all of the small
detlalls of this every-day life. He is getting
to throw the whole thing out the window as
soon as the Japs give up. He wants to be
his own voice. And some day not too far
away he Is going to do it.

You know him. He 18 the man who sits
next to you on the bus. He lives across the
street. You meet him in the elevator with
a last year's straw hat. He stands in line with
you for cigarettes, shines his own shoes, and
uses a razor blade almost & week.

His political harness is beginning to chafe.
He 18 preparing to cut the straps and make
himself known. His ancestors pitched the
tea into Boston Bay in the Revolution; they
fell in Gettysburg and In Cuba. He is ready
to break loose and be himself again,

He is the average American.

Resolution of the Mayor and Council of
Jersey Homesteads, N. J.

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. JAMES C. AUCHINCLOSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 4, 1945

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, in
accordance with the permission granted
me, I append herewith a set of resolu-
tions recently adopted by the mayor and
Council of the Borough of Jersey Home-
steads which would change its name to
Roosevelt in memory our late President.
This community was founded some years
ago by the Federal Government and is
now operated under the control of the
National Housing Agency, Federal Pub-
lic Housing Authority. This proposal is
most appropriate, because it was due to
the efforts of the late President that the
homes in this community were made
possible.

BOROUGH OF JERSEY HOMESTEADS,
Jersey Homesteads, N. J.
Resolution adopted by mayor and borough
council at meeting held May 14, 1945

Whereas on Aprll 12, 1945, a war-stricken
world learned with tragic suddenness of the
untimely death of Franklin Delano Roose=
velt, President of the United States and Com-
mander in Chief of the armed forces of this
Natlon; and

Whereas this Nation and the world have
lost one of its greatest leaders of all time,
who had unselfishly devoted his health and
his life to their cause; and

Whereas as President of this great Nation,
he led this country through its most severe
economic crisis and reestablished American
faith in the future; and

Whereas as a result of his program for re-
habilitation came about the orcation of our
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community and many hundreds of others:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the mayor and Borough Coune
cil of the Borough of Jersey Homesteads, That
in honor and out of respect to the memory
of our great leader, Franklin Delano Roose-
velt, we change the name of our borough to
Roosevelt; and be it further

Resolved, That the barough clerk is hereby
instructed to have this decision put on the
ballot of the forthcoming election, to be held
November 6, 1945; and be it further

Resolved, That the borough clerk is hereby
further instructed to send copies of this res-
olution to the Representative of our district,
the Honorable JAMEs C. AUCHINCLOSS, and to
the Benators of our State, the Honorable
ALBErT W. Hawxes and the Honorable
H. ALEXANDER SMITH.

Approved:

JacoB N. REARSON,
Mayor,
Attest:
JEANNE G. REARSON,
Borough Clerk.
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New Deal’s Co-operative Colony in N.J.
on Its Own After 10 Years

Families May Buy Own Homes,

But Not as Government Planned

Roosevelt Citizens Happy at Prospects,
Feeling Survival Rebukes Critics

By KENNETH FIESTER

HIGHTSTOWN—A little community of 800 persons a few miles out-
side here, the New Deal's first experiment in co-operative effort for de-
pressed industrial workers, is approaching both its 10th anniversary and
freedom from government ownership. Citizens of Roosevelt—a referen-
dum changed the name last year from Jerscy Homesteads—are happy
over both prospects. They feel a decade of survival has rebuked the
project’s critics; the government's departure will mean the culminatior

of their 10-year dream of really
owning the homes they occupy.

Admittedly, Roosevelt husn't!
turned out the way it was planned
by the Division of Subsistence
Homesteads, a long-dead and half-
forgotten member of the New Deal
alphabetical array. This is a sum-
mary of a prospectus issued in 1936,
after the area had been taken over
by, the Resettlement Administra-
teas v i
"Yhe project was to be an agricul-
tural-industrial co-operative, self-’
subsistent and self-liquidating. Each'
of 200-family heads was to invest
$500; 160 were to work in a cloth-
ing factory included in the project,
25 were to ryn a 414-acre farm and
dairv, and ]5 were to be service
workers, such as store clerks, car-
penters and plumbers.

‘Share and Share Alike’

The settlers were to form a co-
operative association, which would
own the factory, the farm and all
else in the community. “Surplus
earnings” were to be distriguted
share and share alike. Lventually
the government’s mortgage would
be paid off, individuals would own
their houses and the group would
own the factory, farms and stores.

Unfortunately there not only
weren't “surplus earnings”; there
were not enough earnings to meet
cxpenses. By 1940 the co-operative
had disintegrated, the government
had foreclosed, the fuctory was
leased to a hat manufacturer and
the homes rented to their occupants.

But according to residents, co-
operation still continued. If inter-
est in commupity affairs is a cri-
terion, they certainly are right.

For example, in the recent pri-
mary elections, 257 out of a total

registry of 412 voted—: -y “It is what we have been waiting
cr§’1§ a'vnd 17 a:ORi%ugfi%aa:s_D?:oa[,for all these years.” said Mrs. Boris

general election no more than a
score fail to appear, and it Presi-
dential years abstentions have been

Exact terms of the sale of bor-:
ough property haven’t been deter-
mined. The various properties—;
homes range from four to seven
rooms and plots from a quarter to
'a Lalf acre—are now being ap-
pri.udss Lyl the cngmgerts-aure iy
cost the residents more. .

According to Irving Bach, bo-
rough clerk, police chief and one
of two full-time borough employees,
tenants now pay \rents averaging
$17 a month to the Federal Public
Housing Administration. In addi-
tion, they pay personal taxes to
help support the borough govern-
ment.

From rent receipts, FPHA con-
tributes about $21,000 a year to the
Board of Education for the Roose-
velt grade school and about $6,000
to the borough government. Local
taxes yield about $1,500 for the
school and $3.500 for the borough.
Miscellaneons receipts—fran-
chise taxes, dog licenses and the|
like—bring in another $5,500 for!
borough use. .

Annual Deficit $15,000 i

Rent receipts total about $40,000.
a year, according to Harry Glantz,
project manager for FPHA. Thus
there is about $13,000 left over to
operate the water and sewer works,
maintain roads and houses, etc., all
of which are done by the govern-
ment in its capacity as landlord.
Mr. Glantz cstimates the annual
deficit is $15,000.

Residents will have to make up
this difference, and in addition
carry mortgages on their homes.
But because Roosevelt is an_articu-
late and aclive communily, the resi-
idents are prepared for this.

Drasin. The Drazins, original
settleys, are the parents of Tamara,

as low™as two. Borough govern-
ment is carried on through elected"
committeemen, but so streat is pub-

Like all Rooscvelt youngsters, he
was a picture of well-tanned health.
Volunteer Firewomen

Mrs. Augusta Chasan, who won
-national "headlines by becoming a
Imember of the volunteer fire de-
pariment, agreed with Mrs. Drasin
© “Yes, the places look nice now,
she said. “They look odd to us, too,
in the beginning. But they look
nice because we have put in years
of hard work. We will be happy te

'buy them; we always knew we
| would, some day.”

The Drasins and Chasans are
among the 85 “pioneer” families
still on the project. The “newcom-
ers,” most of whom have been res.
idents half a dozen years or more
have brought variety to the bor.
ough.

There are, for example, Ber
Shahn, distinguished modern art
ist; Dr. Bernard Feld, atomic-bomt
scientist; and William Margolis, &
federal labor conciliator. A gooo
many gentiles have settled in what
was, at the start, an all-Jewish com-
munity.

The borough hopes to atiract ak
least another factory—a clothin
factory, for necdleworkers stil!
comprise the largest group of resi.
‘dents. It hopes to expand the ca
,operative market, and has good
‘prospects; the market grosset
$2,500 a week. Some residents wan:
a swimming pool; there was once
wading pool for children, but poor
design  (by the residents them.
selves) caused it o disintegrate,

Scek to Plegse Neighbors

Relations ye!ween Roosevel
residents and the conservatives
who are the overwhelming major.
ity in surrounding communities
have sometimes bcen strained. Bul
according to Mr. Bach, this i,
passing.

“A number o! vur people have
started small businesses in Hights-
town,” he said. “We're gelting ta
iknow each other better. Its
mostly a matter of time.

. “We've tried to be careful. For
instance, we have an anti-shorts
law. Thal was because outsiders
might come in here and see a
bunch of people in shorts and
think we were a lot of Bohemians

11 think we've bceen  here lony

renough now to repeal the law.”

Mr, Bach, 29, assumed his dual
civic duties Janurr, 1 glterg 31 -
years' in "liHe "Army.) He wdn 3
fleld commission in ltaly. Formerly
a high school agriculture teacher,
he expects to return to his profes-
sion eventually.

As police chief, Mr. Bach wears
no uniform, o

“He told us 3% years of uniforms
‘was cnough,” laughed Harry Kat.’
zenellenbogen, who says his name
makes up for his small stature. Mr,
|Katzenellenbogen is a borough

USO’ singer killed during the war K committecman and one of «

in the crash of the Lisbon Clipper.
“This place has become part of,
our lives.” she went on. “Our whole

lic attendance that their sessionsiinlerest has been in helping our-

are virtually town meetings, _'
. Homes to Cost More

This clvic spirit is apparent in

the community’s appearance. The

selves and our neighbors make ¢
success here.” .
He. grandson, Daniel Drasin, in-
terrupied. Daniel, three and one-
halt, is one of 70 children who have

flat-topped, modern homes which
seemed ugly when first built are
now surrounded by handsovme
shrubs, flowers and well-kcept gar-

lived in the community all thei:
1ves.
“Come and see our garden,” saic

dens. The buildings are :a . Daniel. “These are beets, and thes
lent trim, strecets a%e clcan‘ a,ﬁjxc,ﬁ\le are radishes, and these are beans.
whole area has a well-ordered air|ad these are onions, and this is
The average private landlord wouldliettuce.

be delighted at such tenants.
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project’s first farmers.

“We take a lot of raps in the
papers,” he continued. “Like whea
we elected Irving Flicker, a Repub.

| lican, for Mayor, they said we were

deserting the New Deal. It was a
matter of picking the best man for
local affairs and never mind hig
politics,

“They say the farms were a flop.
Well, we had a couple of bad years,
Now we are doing fine. So is the
store. ’

“Sure, we have local issues and
disputes. Co-operation doesn'( meag-
we all think the same. It meand
working together, and we always
do that and we will always do jt.*




Jonathan Shahn working on Roosevelt Memorial.
32




Dedication of the F.D.R. Memorial

“When the news of President Roosevelt’s death came, the whole town went into mourning. To
honor the memory of the dead president, the name of the town was changed from Jersey Home-
steads to Roosevelt. Ben Shahn began plans for a memorial that was unveiled some (seventeen)
years later... He was the major factor in raising the money for the memorial, and his son Jonathan
created the (head of) Roosevelt that now stands on the school grounds as part of the FDR Memorial
Park and Amphitheater. Mrs. Roosevelt herself came for the dedication of the memorial. On the

s 9

pedestal... are the words ‘Franklin Delano Roosevelt in homage’.

From “Peddler to Suburbanite: The
History of the Jews of Monmouth
County, New Jersey From the
Colonial Period to 1980”
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Among the potato fields and chicken farms of New Jersey there is a town of about
two hundred houses called Roosevelt. The town took its name soon afler that day in
April 1945 when the news of I'ranklin D. Roosevelt’s death crashed on a world that
was not ready to do without him; a day when strangers wept together in the streets.
We, the citizens of this town, have no fear that Franklin D. Roosevelt will be for-
gotten soon; his image looms too large over our confused and threatening

time, and the councils of {rightened men are

everywhere reminded of him by his absence.
Yet we [eel the need of building a memorial
to him; a small amphitheatre conceived
around a bronze likeness of his face, the first
such memorial — as far as we can ascertain

— in the whole United States.
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From the Program of the Dedication Ceremonies — Roosevelt Memorial, June 2, 1962.
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Dedication audience (front row): Ida Levine, “Pop” Levine. (Standing left to right): Mrs. Bush,
Mrs. Grushka, Isidore Grushka, Yetta Notterman.

Dedication audience.
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Roasevelt Honored
By Town in Jersey
Bearing His Name

By JOSEPH O, HAFF
Special to The New York Times.

ROOSEVELT, N. J., June 2—
A community project sixteen
years in the making reached its
culmination today with the dedi-
cation of the Franklin Delano
Roosevelt Memorial Park and
Amphitheatre.

Among the 2,000 persons who
gathered here for the ceremony
were Mrs. Franklin D. Roose;
velt, the President’'s widow,;
Gov. Richard J. Hughes and 900
residents of the town who had
contributed to the memorial to
the man for whom this town
was named. The crowd over-
flowed the amphitheatre, which
containg only 500 seats,

In addressing the gathering,
Mrs. Roosevelt urged the same
kind of courage and self-confid-
ence her husband had inspired
thirty years ago.

Pointing to the centerpiece
of the memorial, a five-foot
bronze head of the late Presi-
dent, Mrs. Roosevelt said,
“What we should want to com-
memorate is that he cared
about people and that he had
the courage to experiment.”

The memorial, on an acre of
woodland, was the idea of the
artist Ben Shahn, a resident. It
was begun in 1946, a year after
this community had changed its
name from Jersey Homesteads.

The community was started
in the New Deal in 1936 as a
suburban haven for garment
workers. It voted to change its
name shortly after the death
of President Roosevelt in 1945,

The plan for the amphithe-
atre, the bronze head and other
details of the memorial, includ-
ing a reflecting pool and foun-
tain, were temporarily aban-
doned in 1946 when only $2,000
of the necessary $25,000 had
been raised. Last year, on the
community’s twenty-fifth anni-
versary, the idea was revived
and won enthusiastic support.

The ground was donated by
the Board of Education and
town officials gave $1,000 to-
ward the project.

Roosevelt Memorial Is Dedicated in New Jersey

The massive bronze head was
designed and executed by Mr.
Shahn's 23-year-old son, Jona-
than, while he was an art stu-
dent at the Boston Museum
School last year. It was cast
in Italy.

Dopre Schary at Ceremony

Among those who joined in
today’'s tribute were Dore
Schary, the playwright, direc-
tor and author, who had helped
to raise $6,000 of the $22,000
already spent on the memorial;
New Jersey’s Commissioner of
Labor, Raymond Male, who
had been the guest of honor at
the groundbreaking ceremony
last July 4; and the actress

{cerpts from some of the late
i President’s
1 Depression,

Ann Bancroft, who read ex-

United Press International Telephoto

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt and Gov. Richard J. Hughes of New Jersey at ceremony

talks during the

The memorial was the work
of local residents. Using Mr.
Shahn's design, the details of
the amphitheatre and its sur-
rounding park were worked out
by Bertram Ellentuck, a mem-
ber of the Municipal Planning
Board of Trenton and a resi-
dent here for the last five
years. The landscaping was
planned and executed by Mar-
vin Field, who grew up here.

Construction of the amphi-
theatre, pool and the base of
the statue were done, at cost,
by the town's Mayor, Irving
Plungian.
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Reunion
June 3, 1984

At R.P.S.
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The First Reunion

In early June, 1984 more than 200 former and current residents of Jersey Homesteads and
Roosevelt stood beneath the school’s Ben Shahn mural at the town’s first comprehensive reunion.
Encouraged by the great success of a smaller gathering the year before, organizers planned this
larger reunion as a forerunner to the celebration of the town’s fiftieth anniversary, which was rapid-
ly approaching.

The enthusiastic response to this idea at the 1984 reunion helped accelerate the plans for what or-
ganizers hope will be the largest gathering of former residents in the town’s history, Memorial Day
weekend, 1986.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, JUNE 4, 1984

Reunion:
Commune

Is Recalled

By LISA BELKIN
Speciai to The New York Times

ROOSEVELT, N.J., June 3 —
Nearly 50 years ago, 200 unemployed
Jewish garment workers — most of
them from New York’s Lower East
Side — each scraped together $500
and brought their families here for a
federally sponsored experiment in
communal living.

For that price each family was al-
lowed to live in a single-story boxlike
house, join a food cqoperative and
work in the fields during the summer
and a nearby garment factory in the
winter. .

More than 200 children of those set-
tlers held their first town reunion to-
day in the schoolhouse they had once
attended. They said they found only
traces of the past in the present.

Sense of Purpose Is Gone

The population of the town is still
less than 900, though most are now
commuters rather than needlework-
ers and farmers. Though the original
houses still stand, most have been
modernized and expanded, and now
sell for about $60,000. The garment
factory closed long ago, but 50 fami-
lies still run a food cooperative. The
town is not as Jewish nor as liberal as
it was at the start. And, the returning
children say, the old sense of purpose
is missing.

‘‘My father was a hat blocker and a
socialist,” said Goldie Grushka Rabi-
nowitz, who moved to the town when
she was 9 years old and moved away
when she was 16. “We were poor, but
we never knew we were poor. We felt
we were an intellectual elite.

‘“There was a spirit, an excitement
that couldn’t have lasted forever,”
she continued. ‘““Roosevelt is still spe-
cial. But it’s not as special.”

““It’s becoming a more or less typi-
cal community,” said Pearl Hecht
Seligman, who moved to the town
when she was 14 and still lives there
today. ‘It was always anything but
typical.”

$14 a Month in Rent

The town, originally called Jersey
Homesteads, began as the dream of
Benjamin- Brown, a wealthy and
idealistic social planner. He per-
suaded the Roosevelt Administration
to provide $500,000 to resettie 200
unemployed Jewish needleworkers
chosen by the International Ladies
Garment Workers Union on 1.9
square miles in Monmouth County,
abeout 50 miles southwest of Manhat-
tan.

The first settlers, most of whom
sold their furniture or borrowed
against their life-insurance policies to
raise the $500 necessary to join the
cooperatives, mdved into their flat-

The New York Times/William E. Sauro

Bernarda Shahn, center, widow of Ben Shahn, the artist who painted the fresco on the wall in background, talking
with Robert Estin and his wife, Halina, during a reunion celebration yesterday in Roosevelt, N.J.

roofed, concrete-walled homes in
1936.

The rent was $14 a month and the
taxes were $8 a year. Each house had
its own garage, though only two of the
families had cars. The nearest shops
were in Hightstown, four miles away.

They did not leave town to go to
school, however. Nearby communi-
ties refused to accept the children of
the settlers — whom the local news-
papers called Communists — se
classes were held in homes until the
schoolhouse could be built.

That school, flat and concrete like
the surrounding houses, was the so-
cial and political center of the com-
munity. On the wall of the library the
artist Ben Shahn painted a 55-foot
mural on the wet plaster showing im-
migrants arriving from Europe, en-
tering factories and joining unions. In
a corner of the mural is a picure of
Franklin D. Rooseveilt, after whom
the town was eventually named.

The mural is still there.

‘““Wherever you look there are re-
minders of the past,” said Jesse
Rabinowitz, who moved to Roosevelt
in 1936 and came from California for
the reunion. “That’s the way it sould
be_77

Sculptor and Wood Carver

Mr. Shahn, for example, brought a
wave of artists to Roosevelt during
the 30’s and 40’s, and they continue to
flock there still. Mr. Shahn’s son,
Jonathan, who scuiptured the bust of

Roosevelt that stands in the small
amphitheater, lives there, as does
Stefan Martin, son of the artist David
Stone Martin, and one of a handful of
remaining wood carvers in the coun-
try.

The town is still liberal. In the early
years children were taken to the mov-
ies in Hightstown, where they sat in
the section set aside for black mi-
grant workers, those at the reunion
said. Today political statements are
not as dramatic, but there are only
about 50 registered Republicans in
town.

And the town is still small. It con-
sists of about 875 residents, a deli, a
liquor store, a post office, a cemetery
and a school for 107 pupils. The 40
high school students are bused to
Hightstown.

But, past and present residents say,
similarities with the past can not

-erase the differences.

Though there is one synagogue and
no church in town, the population is
hailf Christian and half Jewish.
Though town meetings are still held,
community votes have been replaced
with decisions by the town <council.
The garment factory closed in the
early 40’s and was reopened succes-
sively as a hat factory, a button fac-
tory and an assembly point for geode-
sic domes. Now the space is divided
between several small manufactur-
ers. The farms were sold several
years ago.

The biggest differences are ones of

spirit, the present and former resi-
dents say.

‘““There was a moral code that was
never spelled out, but as kids we un-
derstood it,”” said Helen Topal Barth,
who moved to Roosevelt in 1936 when
she was 3, left to get married in 1951
and returned in 1960 to raise her three
children. “There isn’t the same sense
of being an example to the world.”

“I’s much more like a regular
town than it was,” said Jonathan
Shahn, who remembers a house full of
neighbors coming to talk with his fa-
ther. “It used to be a yakkety-yak
kind of place. People don’t talk as
much.”

‘I have a 16-year-old who just went
through the schools, and I said to him,
‘Shannon, who is Benjamin
Brown?’ ’ said Sandra Kaplan Orlan-
do, who was required to write an
essay on the visionary when she at-
tended the Roosevelt school. ‘‘He
shrugged his shoulders. In my day we
spent four months on that essay.
These kids have no idea what this
town means. Maybe that’s because it
doesn’t mean that mugh anymore.”

But Frieda Anish, a former school
board member who has lived in
Rooseveit for 36 years, had a different
view: “My feeling always was that
Rooseveit was a microcosm of the
country. Now the country’s changing,
so Roosevelt has to change. But it’s
still like a small town. I’d never live
anyplace else.”
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Section 11
TOWN LIFE

“Although Jersey Homesteads failed as a cooperative enterprise, in many ways it succeeded as
a community. In 1936 the first seven families arrived. Only a few houses were ready for them al-
though the factory had been completed. ... Some early family names were Plungian, Flicker,
Singer, Sackowitz, Isaacs, Chernovsky, Perlmutter, Weiss, Adlerman and Topal. In their own way
these early homesteaders were truly pioneers. They didn’t have to fear Indian attacks but they had
to endure great hostility on the part of neighboring communities who considered the project a com-
munist-inspired experiment.”

From “Peddler to Suburbanite: The
History of the Jews of Monmouth
County, New Jersey From the
Colonial Period to 1980
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"RKoosevelT Kid Reminisces

By Arthur Shapiro

At a recent town function, a New
Yorker who settled here as an adult
tried to convey how much he thought I
had missed by growing up in Roosevelt.
He mentioned such wonderful things as
corner soda fountains and sewer ball
games.

I laughed. I distinctly remember my

New York cousins wanting to come to
our house for vacations. There was
always so much to do here.

In the winter you could belly flop on
your Flexible Flyer down the Big Hill
(now called Steeplechase) or go ice-
skating on the pond near the sewage
disposal (who would ever believe that
I1'd move closer to it!).

In the summer you could take in a
movie in Joe Violi's garage at the tri-
angle (he charged a dime), or put hot
smooth stones from the road down the
front of your pants to stop the poison
ivy from itching. If you wanted to go

swimming, the choices were Etra and
Perrineville Lakes.

Hitching corner in Hightstown.

If you had nothing better to do you
could listen to your neighbor's phone
calls on the party line (our number was
567-R11, go to the Commissary (now

Simon Major.

the store) or to hang out at "Frenchy's'
gas station.

If you were a Roosevelt kid, you
could follow Simon Major collecting
trash and ride your bike down streets
with exotic names like Cooperative
Extension or Co-op Circle. You could
make a net out of wire hanger and
cheesecloth or one of your mother's
old stockings and catch, in season,
lightning bugs, frogs, turtles, moths,
hoptoads, bees, tad_poles.

In school you could join the Safety
Patrol and arrest other kids for break-
ing rules such as double-riding:

After school a kid could play roly-

poly, wall-ball, handball, batter-up,
softball, or touch football. You could
build a fort or a hut at Green Mountain
behind Shahn's house and cook potatoes
in the ground.

If you were bored,you could make a
rug with a horse reins (a homemade
loom made from a spool), a rubber gun
(from an inner tube), a match gun (from
a spring clothespin), a kite (from news-
paper), a slingshot or a bow and arrow
You could play marbles (puries were
the best), yell to your friends through
the sewers, or "'bust'' tar bubbles in
the road.




You could join Troop 83 of the Boy
Scouts (Stefan Martin was my fearless
patrol leader) or join the Roosevelt
Drum and Bugle Corps, led by Harold
Cooper.

Kenny Kaye, Steve Grossman, Mike
and Bruce Block, Jimmy Frank and
Robbie Bookman were the names of
"little kids'.

My friends had names like Oogie,
Obbinocker, Hump, Beefy, Petslock
and Worm. If you really wanted to in-
sult a guy, you "slipped" him by calling
him by his mother's first name.

During the summer, if you wanted to
work, you could candle eggs or vacci -
nate chickens on a farm. At night you
could hang out at Bogatz's with the New
York girls.

In those days your mother never had
to leave town to do her shopping. Lobl's
store delivered. In addition a fish man,
an egg man, two bread men, the kosher
butcher, an ice cream man, the Ham-

mer soda truck, two milkmen and the
shochet (who killed fresh chickens)
routinely came through town.

Many Rooseveltians ate Friday night
dinner at Nick Mastoris' Hightstown
Diner. For the best ice cream you
needed to go only as far as Katz's in

Etra.

Your initiation into Hightstown High
School, if you were a freshman boy,
consisted of having your pants pulled
off at the triangle during the first weeks
of school and all freshmen were rele-
gated to the back of the bus. On Satur-
day night you could go to the Canteen
over the Hightstown Fire House.

If you craved excitement, you could
play cops by stopping cars in your
Hightstown High School Band uniform
or go bushwacking at the Crematory
with friends you have for a lifetime.

And to think I gave up corner soda
fountains and sewer ball!

'
:
|
i
i
i

The town hitching corner, Rochdale Avenue and Homestead Lane.
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Municipal Government

From the time of its inception in 1937, the town has been governed by a mayor and six-member
council. Vacancies for this all-volunteer body have never been difficult to fill, testament to the
sense of civic responsibility on which the town was originally based.

Since 1937, there have been 10 different mayors, beginning with Philip Goldstein, who held the
post until 1941. Irving Flicker served from 1946 to 1958, setting the record for the most terms in
office. Boris Drasin was the most enduring Borough Councilmember, serving from 1941 to 1959.
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Mayors and Councils Through the Years

1937

MAYOR

Philip Goldstein

COUNCIL

Morris Chasan
Frank Hecht
Abraham Lipsky
Oscar Nisnevitz
Irving Plungian
Julius Sokoloff

1938

MAYOR

Philip Goldstein

COUNCIL

Morris Chasan
Julius Sokoloff
Julius Finkler
Frank Hecht
Mike Millet
Louis Gushen

1939

MAYOR

Philip Goldstein

COUNCIL

Morris Chasan
Julius Sokoloff
Mike Millet
Jacob Rearson
Julius Rabinowitz
Julius Finkler

1940

MAYOR

Philip Goldstein

COUNCIL

Jacob Rearson
Mike Millet
Julius Rabinowitz
Isidore Grushka
Frank Hecht
Morris Chasan

1941

MAYOR

Philip Goldstein

COUNCIL

Boris Drasin
Isidore Grushka
Frank Hecht
Jacob Rearson
Aaron Rockoff
Mike Millet

1942

MAYOR
Sidney Gushen
COUNCIL
Jacob Rearson
Aaron Rockoff
Boris Drasin
Mike Millet
Frank Hecht
Isidore Grushka

1943

MAYOR
Jacob Rearson

COUNCIL
Boris Drasin
Isidore Grushka
Abraham Lipsky
Irving Flicker
Morris Malamed
Frank Hecht

1944

MAYOR
Jacob Rearson
COUNCIL
Isidore Grushka
Abraham Lipsky
Morris Melamed
Irving Flicker
Boris Drasin
Irving Greenberg

1945

MAYOR

Jacob Rearson
COUNCIL

Isidore Grushka

Abraham Lipsky

Irving Plungian

Boris Drasin

Irving Greenberg

Harry Katzenellenbogen

1946

MAYOR

Irving Flicker
COUNCIL

Anna Halpern

LeoLibove

Ben Shahn

Boris Drasin

Harry Katzenellenbogen

Irving Plungian
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1947

MAYOR

Irving Flicker
COUNCIL

Boris Drasin

Harry Katzenellenbogen

Irving Plungian

Myron Feld

Ben Shahn

Leo Libove

1948

MAYOR
Irving Flicker

- COUNCIL

Boris Drasin
Myron Feld
Ben Shahn

Leo Libove
Max Rosenberg
Irving Bach

1949

MAYOR
Irvine Flicker

COUNCIL
Boris Drasin
David Irwin
Irving Bach
Jacob Grossman
Irving Plungian
Myron Feld

1950

MAYOR
Irving Flicker
COUNCIL
Boris Drasin
David Irwin
Irving Bach
Jacob Grossman
Irving Plungian
Myron Feld

1951

MAYOR

Irving Flicker
COUNCIL

Boris Drasin

David Irwin

Irving Bach

Jacob Grossman

Irving Plungian

Myron Feld

1952

MAYOR
Irving Flicker
COUNCIL .
David Irwin ,
George Levinson :
Jacob Grossman
Myron Feld
Boris Drasin
Irving Bach

1953

MAYOR
Irving Flicker
COUNCIL
David Irwin
George Levinson
Solomon Berg
Samuel Friedman
Irving Plungian
Boris Drasin

1954

MAYOR
Irvine Flicker
COUNCIL
Boris Drasin
Irving Plungian
David Bulkin
Samuel Friedman
George Levinson
Morton Edwards

1955

MAYOR
Irving Flicker
COUNCIL
Boris Drasin
Irving Plungian
David Bulkin
Morton Edwards
Martin Sokoloff
Dolores Chasan g

1956

MAYOR |
Irving Flicker
COUNCIL f
Boris Drasin 2;
Irving Plungian
David Bulkin ;
Morton Edwards
Martin Sokoloff
Kurt Kleinman



1957

MAYOR
Irving Flicker
COUNCIL
Boris Drasin
Irving Plungian
David Bulkin
Morton Edwards
Martin Sokoloff
Kurt Kleinman

1958

MAYOR
Irving Flicker
COUNCIL
Boris Drasin
Irving Plungian
David Bulkin
Morton Edwards
Kurt Kleinman
Jacob Grossman

1959

MAYOR
Irving Plungian
COUNCIL
Boris Drasin
David Bulkin
Morton Edwards
Kurt Kleinman
Jacob Grossman
Howard Prezant

1960

MAYOR
Irving Plungian

COUNCIL
Morton Edwards
David Bulkin
Kurt Kleinman
Jacob Grossman
Rosalind Carmen
Howard Prezant

1961

MAYOR
Irving Plungian

COUNCIL
Howard Prezant
David Bulkin
Kurt Kleinman
Rosalind Carmen
Frances Bard
Salvatore Termini

1962

MAYOR
Irving Plungian
COUNCIL
Kurt Kleinman
David Bulkin
Rosalind Carmen
Frances Bard
Salvatore Terminin
Irving Goldberg

1963

MAYOR
Irving Plungian
COUNCIL
Kurt Kleinman
David Bulkin
Rosalind Carmen
Frances Bard
Salvatore Termini
Irving Goldberg

1964

MAYOR
William Margolis
COUNCIL
David Bulkin
Rosalind Carmen
Bertram Ellentuck
Irving Goldberg
Theodore Marton
Kurt Kleinman

1965

MAYOR
William Margolis
COUNCIL
David Bulkin
Rosalind Carmen
Bertram Ellentuck
Irving Goldberg
Theodore Marton
Sidney Weisberger

1966

MAYOR
William Margolis
COUNCIL
David Bulkin
Rosalind Carmen
Bertram Ellentuck
Irving Goldberg
Theodore Marton
Sidney Weisberger

1967

MAYOR
William Margolis
COUNCIL
David Bulkin
Rosalind Carmen
Bertram Ellentuck
Irving Goldberg
Theodore Marton
Sidney Weisberger

1968

MAYOR
Theodore Marton
COUNCIL
David Bulkin
Rosalind Carmen
Bertram Ellentuck
Albert Hepner
Sidney Weisberger
Leon Anish

1969

MAYOR

Theodore Marton
COUNCIL

Leon Anish

Bertram Ellentuck

Constance Shally

Leonard Sacharoff

Sidney Weisberger

Albert Hepner

1970

MAYOR

Theodore Marton
COUNCIL

Leon Anish

Leon Barth

Bertram Ellentuck

Albert Hepner

Leonard Sacharoff

Sidney Weisberger

1971
MAYOR
Bertram Ellentuck

COUNCIL
Leon Barth

Esther Pogrebin Schleifer
Richard Schmalzbach

Leon Anish
Leonard Sacharoff
Arold Sokolow
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1972

MAYOR
Bertram Ellentuck

COUNCIL
Leon Barth
Irving Plungian
Leonard Sacharoff
Esther Pogrebin Schleifer
Richard Schmalzbach
Arnold Sokolow

1973

MAYOR
Bertram Ellentuck

COUNCIL
Leon Barth
Judith Farnell
Leonard Sacharoff
Esther Pogrebin Schleifer
Richard Schmalzbach
Arnold Sokolow

1974

MAYOR
Bertram Ellentuck

COUNCIL
Leon Barth
Judith Farnell
Esther Pogrebin
Michael Ticktin
Arnold Sokolow
Leonard Sacharoff

1975

MAYOR
Bertram Ellentuck
COUNCIL
Leon Barth
Edward Schlinski
Judith Farnell
Leonard Sacharoff
Esther Pogrebin
Arnold Sokolow

1976

MAYOR
Leon Barth

COUNCIL
Edward Grossman
Arthur Shapiro
Arnold Sokolow
Edward Schlinski
Esther Pogrebin
Leonard Sacharoff



Johnson, Councilperson Jan Terry, 1980.

1977

MAYOR
Leon Barth

COUNCIL
Esther Pogrebin
Leonard Sacharoff
Arthur Shapiro
Arnold Sokolow
Edward Schlinski
Theodore Marton

1978

MAYOR
Leon Barth
COUNCIL
Louis Esakoff
Theodore Marton
Arthur Shapiro
Arnold Sokolow
Aaron Datz
Esther Pogrebin

1979

MAYOR
Leon Barth

COUNCIL
Marilyn Magnes
William Counterman
Louis Esakoff
Theodore Marton
Esther Pogrebin
Aaron Datz

1980

MAYOR
Leon Barth

COUNCIL
Jan Terry
Leslie Weiner
William Counterman
Aaron Datz
Louis Esakoff
Marilyn Magnes

1981

MAYOR
Leon Barth
COUNCIL
Louis Esakoff
William Counterman
Marilyn Magnes
Jan Terry
Leslie Weiner
Aaron Datz

1982

MAYOR
Leon Barth
COUNCIL
Louis Esakoff
Norman Nahmias
Aaron Datz
William Counterman
Jan Terry
Leslie Weiner
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(Left to right): Treasurer Howard Prezant, Tax Collector Louise Prezant, Mayor Leon Barth, Borough Clerk Liz

1983

MAYOR
Leon Barth

COUNCIL
Howard Chasan
William Counterman
Louis Esakoff
Norman Nahmias
Jan Terry
Aaron Datz

1984

MAYOR
Freda Hepner

COUNCIL
William Counterman
Howard Chasan
Louis Esakoff
Carol Watchler
Deborah Metzger
Bernard Leefer

1985

MAYOR
Freda Hepner

COUNCIL
Howard Chasan
Bernard Leefer
Carol Watchler
Lee Selden
Ralph Seligman
George Levinson

1986

MAYOR

Freda Hepner

COUNCIL

Carol Watchler
Lee Selden
Ralph Seligman
Bernard Leefer
Ferris Stout

Ed Moser
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Colonial News Profiles

Isidore Sackowitz- ‘The Last Of A Vanishing Breed’

BY G.B. DYER

ROOSEVELT - “Thelastof a
vanishing breed” is how
Isidore Sackowitz sees
himself in his role as a
career municipal employee,
feeling that with the advent
of the age of technology, the
renderinig of municipal
services may take
radically different aspects in
years to come.

MANFOR ALL

OCCASIONS

In this borough, though,
and in this time, you may
call him a “man for all
occasions,” wearing with
equal competence .and
familiarity the hats of
borough clerk, director of
welfare, building inspector,
registrar of vital statistics,
secretary of the Planning
Board and superintendent of
the cemetery, as the
occasion may demand.

In fact, he says, Roosevelt
being a relatively small
municipality, his many-
faceted administrative
functions often evoke the
question ‘“‘how can one marn-
have so much power?,” the
asker never realizing his

composite jobs are
administrative, rather than
policy-making.

“I may be the one who, in
effect, tells an applicant that
his request for a variance
has been denied,”” he
explains, ‘‘however, this
decision was made by the
Planning Board, I merely
being the bearer of the
news.”

In addition to functioning
as the chief administrator of
this borough, Izzi, as he is
affectionately (or, he insists,
often not so affectionately)
known, also has, what he
calls his part-time job:

ENVIRONMENTALIST

Working within the area of
his primary interest - public
health and environmental
protection - he is the
executive officer of the
‘Boards of Health of Freehold
‘Borough and Township,

on-

Upper Freehold Township,
Marlboro and Millstone
Townships, and the boroughs
of Englishtown, Allentown,
and, of course, Roosevelt.

With the growth of the area
in recent .years, Mr.
Sackowitz stresses that the
greatest care must be taken
to protect the environment.
“I've always preached
environmental protection,””’
he says, pointing out that the
recent catchy addition to our
vocabulary ‘‘ecology’”’ -
means practically the same
thing, specifically, a
protective concern with the
interrelation of organisms
and their environment.

“The denser the
population,” he says, ‘“‘the
more care must be taken.
Our goal must be to make
our environment as excellent
as we can.” He deplores the
blatant abuses during the
last decades of insufficiently
- controlled or non
controlled expansion,
holding a firm belief that
everything that is done has a
definite effect on the
environment, and so on each
individual.

A pragmatist, he shows
little patience for the
dreamer, the pure idealist,
as personified by many of
the young generation. They
accomplish relatively little
with their good intentions
and fine-sounding phrases,
he feels, and points out that
only in an affluent society
can.ithé.1izeung afford to
dream. “They don’t have to
produce,” he says.

Only ideals that are
convertible into reality hold
his interest. “I am the
middleman,” he says, ‘“who
likes to understand a
philosophical concept and
pragmatically bring it to
reality.”

Working effectively in
such mundane areas as
water supply, sewage
treatment and garbage
disposal - all of which fall
into the sphere of a public
health official’s

responsibilities - for Izzi
Sackowitz takes on the
aspects of endeavoring to
realize a utopian goal.

SOCIAL HISTORIAN

Although Mr. Sackowitz
concedes that the composite
of his many part time jobs
makes up a seven - day work
week, he will gladly and
enthusiastically take time to
reminisce about ‘‘his”
Roosevelt, and its unique
aspects as - a social
experiment.

Established in 1936, under

the then avant-garde
European Open Space
concept, it was ‘‘born”

instantly as a fully-planned
community, and settled
largely by a contingent of
liberal Jewish families of
garment workers.

Forming a cooperative,
they had come to “buy into a
dream.”” Mr. Sackowitz’
parents were among those
first settlers, who, in the lean
thirties, had managed to
raise $500 each family, for
this opportunity. “‘They were
little people who saw a
chance to realize a dream, a
chance to buy into a new and
better way of life,”” says Mr.
Sackowitz.

The cooperative, a cloak
factory, failed almost at
once. Although the buildings
were rented from the
government, the equipment
and textiles were jointly
owned by the settlers.
“Though they were fine and
competent craftsmen,” he
says, ‘“‘they lacked
management skill. This, and
subtle pressures, combined
to doom the experiment to
failure”’

The community as such,
however, prospered. After
the first wave of settlers, the
craftsmen, the second wave
brought .an influx of the
liberal intelligentsia and the
artists. They came, says Mr.
Sackowitz, to be part of a
liberal, social - conscious
community. Ben Shawn_ is
symptomatic of the ‘art
imprint on Roosevelt, he
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says, but emphasizes that
the basis of the community
firmly rests on the original
settlers, the craftsmen.

In the middle sixties, the
third group coming to settle
in Roosevelt were those in
search of an inexpensive
home.

While in surrounding areas
property valiies had risen
astronomically, in Roosevelt
one could still buy a three- to
four-bedroom fully
landscaped home on a
landscaped, half-acre lot
somewhere around $16,000 to
$18,000, he explains.

“‘Unfortunately,” he says,
“‘in many instances the price
tag was the only
consideration.”” This has
brought about a change in
the social make-up of the
community, which,
according to Mr. Sackowitz,
is decidedly not for the
better.

“If 1 live out the normal
span of my life and die of old
age here in my hometown,”
he says, ‘1 will have
witnessed in my life-time the
ideological and sociological
rise and fall of a
community.”’







The Post Office

In 1940, the U.S. Post Office Department authorized the recognition of the Jersey Homesteads
Post Office at 4 Homestead Lane. It would no longer be registered as a rural station of the Hights-
town Post Office. In addition, the Borough of Jersey Homesteads was now included on U.S. Postal
maps.

Sylvia Shaken, the first Borough Postmistress, successfully orchestrated the transition from the
rural station to the Borough Post Office. There have been four Postmistresses since Sylvia Shaken
— Edna Surasky, Bessie Blutstein (whose husband, Jack, served as Postmaster after her death),
Sarah Goldberg and Gerry Millar.
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FIRST ASSISTANT POSTMASTER dENEBNu L. - r.m
-

= i AuG 17 94D
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Sm: With reference to the proposed establishment of a post office at the point named below, and
in order that the office, if established, may be accurtely represented upon the post-routo maps, it is
requested that you furmsh accurately the information called for below and prepare a sketch accord-
ing to instructions og opposite side of paper, which should be returned to the First Assistant Postmaster
General, Division of Postmasters, as soon as possible.

Respectfully,

OIVISION OF POSTMASTERS

- e onny

FirsT AsstsTANT PosTMASTER GENERAL.

Proposed post office, ._S_’_‘:s_g_‘_fl‘-\{s"taoh ? O. , n o“ho‘*ﬂ . '('J‘ .

(Name.) County ) (State.)

1f the town, village, or site of the post odice bo known by ancther name than that of the post vitice, state that other name

2 o 8'..‘) ....... :144'3 ﬂ *hcs.‘-.‘JS .' .............
The post otfice would be suwtuated in the .70 000 L. qftarter of seetion N8 ..o o0 L , in Township sy
oL R ofthe ... .......... principal meridian, County of .. ... Nonma wieynh o
swoi . New Jerses
The name of the neArest river s ...................oiiiiiiiiiiiiiia . and the post-otfice building would be at a
digarce of ... on the . e side of it
The name of the nearest creek is n_ Sham g i“k . c""(Qk ... .A." ..., and the post-office building would be at a
distance of .:....3.99.9.. U onthe T ¥N

(N, S, E,urW.; )
The name of the neyrest office on the same route as this propesed pust ofiice is .. "" L ‘k “" Fown

L
and its distance iy . 5 % .... miles, by the traveled road, ina .. J¥e "M direction from the site of this proposed oflice.
(N,B,E,or W)
The rase of the nearest office on the mme route, on t.he other side, 1s ........ . W | ko e

and its distance is direction frum the site oi this proposed otfice.
.3
The name of the nearest office not ou the munce route us this propuesd post oflice is Q ‘ oY ,\‘.*. B” ¥

and its distance is ... 3

.. direction from the gite of this propused office.

The post-vffice building wouid be on the ...... ... . sideof the oo Ruilrowd,
- (N.,B,E.,orW.)
and at a distanceof . .......... ... . ... rom the truck.  The ratlroud station namess ... ... ... ... ... ...
” . ~
The post office would be ...... ‘ M '\ s . E . ﬁ‘/to:n the nearest paiut of my
- S. A, ur/W.) .
county boundary. / é
/ . .
Signature of Applicant for Postmaster: . [f..... v Gpo . N PO

o | Feben Lfste
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in 1938.

ts first class

h graduated i
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Roosevelt Public School

“Millstone Township, motivated perhaps by anti-Semitism and fear of the radical reputation of
the settlers, refused to accept their children in its elementary schools, so they had to build their own
school. Until the building was completed, classes were held in unoccupied houses. When the school
was finally completed, it became the cultural and social center of the town.”

From “Peddler to Suburbanite: The
History of the Jews of Monmouth
County, New Jersey From the
Colonial Period to 1980
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Fage I

THANK YOU!

This is our first attempt at
publishing a newspuper. Ve sincerely hope
that you, will not judge us too harshly.
We have worked hard in preparing the
first issue of the "Percolator", and
hopo thut you will enjoy this issue and
jmany more to comcs

To our contributors, our staf'f,
end our advisors, who have helped us
publish the¢ first issue of our newspaper,
we £11 join in saying "Thank you."

The Editor

. ESINCE S
-

Ve

THE FERCOLATOR STAFF

Editor-in-chief
Renee Gushen

Literary Munager
Goldic Grushkea

Assistunts
Edith Lockmun Natalie Kleinman
fiileen Garber Judah Buumen

Art Menuger
Ernest Singer

sssictants !
Milton Schwortz Sidney Geltman
Horry; Scckowitz

Circulation Muneger
Meyer Solzolof'f

hssistunts ;
Arthur Eisenberg Howard Silverbery §
Philip Muskat Herman Adashka ‘

News Manager
George Hochfield

isssistants
Herbert Berg arnold Sokolow
Sidncy Greenwald '

Advisors
Miss Brown Miss Koplen Mrs. Wolf
Miss Starlk . Miss Cobin
e, vwolmen !
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Page II

%K:J‘ gé'y jee_ "f—‘/le_

Muv“e_\l

in Miss C‘,OLDI'V\)D Hoom_

k‘_oriwz. | Nuv\se*‘y ’thn\a

_E TifeER

On Wednesduy, October 19, Trooper Gulvan of the Nuw Jersey State
Police came to the first mecting of our Safcty Patrol,

Wec talked of many things. The most importunt discussion wus on
the question of knives carricd to school. We finclly decided Trooper Galvan's
advico of permitting no knives ut school was correct. Hencoforth, we shall
permit no knives at school.

¥We ulso heard somc esseys and rules on fire prevention.

The cuptuin of our sufety putrol is Meyer Sokoloff and the
lieutanants vure Rence Gushon and Judah Boumane

ok Aok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Every Friday morning we hold & meeting of our Current Events Clube
Here wc¢ talk about importent hueppenings the world over,

Ak e ok o kb Aok ok ok b koK ok Kk g

The Seventh and Eighth gradcs took up new countries for study this
weok,

The Eighth grade bogan & study of the Unitcd States. They are all
making charts about the great sgriculturcl crops of the United Stotes.

The Scventh grade begun e study of Mexico. Sydney Geltman is

making a large product map of Mexico. Sydncy Geltman and Harry Suckowitz ure
working on o Mexican freize.

Ao o Ak o ok O ok ok ok ok K K o :

School was hcld up for ubout tventy minutes, October 20th when the
toaochers feiled to come on timss The cur in which they wero driving here
was deleyed bocause of & slight accident.

B0k o ok ok ook ok Rk K Kok ok

Every other weck our school listens to Welter Damrocgh's musical
program. We have heard muny fine pieces of music. Thanks to the Boerd of

Education for buying us & radis so that we cun listen to this finc progream.

Each Vlednesduy we also listen to "The American School of the air".
This progrum gives us many intercstiss frets on- current events. We have
already hoard a program from the bettle front of China. A few wecks sgo we
heard a program direct from Geneva, thc home of the league of Nations.

Bhkk kR kR Rk Nk kR

Miss Stark's clessus, tho Third and Fourth grodes, keep a news
bulletin of the things thcy do in their own room.

Pu ~ "TTHeE Percoilavor

7
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PLAYSROUND NOTES
PLACE- xmzxaxx oporoslte the factory
HOURS-- Monday through Friday-- &% 9:30 - 11:30 A. M.

1-5P.Mc
FCTIVITIES -- Voliey - Ball Baseball
Basket- Ball Minlature G olf
Guolts Horshoes
Croguet Qulet Game: ( Checker,puzzles)
Flower Garden Vegetable Garden
Dramatics(Plays) Lrts. & Crafts(Cooinz- saw,
gewing,Carving.)
Hikes Picnics

CLPTAILS -- Mondgy June 14 - londay June 28
Glrls 12 - 16- Pauline Karshentaum

Boys 13 - 16 - Paul Bauman

Girls 8 - 12 - Goldle Grushka
Boys 19 - 13 - Arnold Sokolow
Boys 7 - 10 - George Hecht

Captalns are responslitle for nall playground equioment =2nd are 1in
charge of their groug.

Everyone 1s welcome to comc to the Playground every day.

Everything 1s free of any ch rge.

Edith Brown
NeP.A. Recr==tion Supo.
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Graduation play, June, 1940.
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High school students bussed to Allentown High School prior to the 50’s when they were bussed to Hightstown High
School.
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DECEMBER 11, 196y

Art Excites Interest in Jersey Hamlet

By WALTER H. WAGGONER
Special to The New York Times
ROOSEVELT, N.J.—Nestling
here in" a wooded western
corner of Monmouth County,
faintly rural despite the march
‘of progress, an unusual ham-
let of 250 families is con-
cerned with, not the bull-
.dozer, or the high-rise apart-
‘ment, or the interstate high-
‘ways, but a gigantic mural
to be peeled off a wall and
‘shipped to Italy for repairs.
. The “Roosevelt Mural,” 55
‘feet long and 11 feet high, is
a work of thelate Ben Shahn,
‘once the town’s most notable
resident, and it occupies a
‘wall of the elementary school

‘and community center. Suf-

fering middle-age complaints
of settling foundations and
warying temperatures,. the
‘mural is now being prepared
for shipment to Bologna for
restoration, probably - next
spring. :
+ Like many communities
‘within the New York com-
muting ‘area, Roosevelt has
had its traumatic encounter
iwith progress — in this in-
'stance, the prospects of a
nearby jetport. That peril now
:seems to have faded. )
,* But.only a community like

Roosevelt could be expected -

‘to worry about the future of
the Shahn mural, both a
'product and a symbol of the
borough’s 34-year history.
.. New Deal Origins

With a population today of
‘800 residents, some of them
‘descendants of the “early set-
‘tlers” and more than a nor-
‘thal percentage of them in the
creative and intellectual arts,
Roosevelt is a living monu-
ment to the New Deal and
the social-economic experi-
mentation of the depressed
and desperate nineteen-thir-
ties. It is a little more than
an hour’s drive from New
York. .- |

.Carved cut of 1,200 acres
of . woodland a few miles
southeast of Hightstown, it

-operative

was created by the Federal
Government in* 1935 as a co-
community for
Eastern European Jewish im-
migrants struggling in the
garment industries of New
York and Philadelphia.

An experiment with what
proved to be fatal economic
weaknesses, it has nonethe-
less survived as a model of
congenial, exurban living. No
longer entirely Jewish, and
with only a handful of the
original inhabitants still here,
Roosevelt has generated- a
unity and loyalty among its
residents rare in an age of
transition and instant mo-
bility. -

Ralph Seligman, a 47-year-
old city planner married to
the daughter of an original
settler, speaks of Roosevelt
as a town, although tiny, that
has “almost one of every-
thing.” :

Question of Definitions

To Joshua Hecht, a 40-
year-old opera singer who
grew up here, Roosevelt is a
“shtetl” “a little town

where everybody is involved
" with everybody else.”
Moishe Bressler, who is-

68, a teacher of Russian and
a noted singer of Yiddish folk
sangs—and who has earned
both a .bachelor’'s and a
master’s degree at Rutgers
since he was 65—yields to no
one in his affection for
Roosevelt. )

But he disagrees with Mr.
Hecht’s definition of a shtetl,

- usually thought of as a small

Jewish town in pre-World
War II Eastern Europe. A
shtetl, Mr. Bressler said,
should boast a history of
seven or eight generations of
inhabitants, in addition to
having “a certain cultural
energy” of its own.

Mr. Shahn, who died in
March at the age of 70,
painted his mural for the Fed-
eral Government shortly after
the establishment in 1935 of

what was then called Jersey
Homesteads. He fell in love
with the community and
stayed. -

. The mural depicts the ar-
rival of Eastern European
immigrants on. American
soil — Albert Einstein and
Charles Steinmetz are there;

“the organizers of the garment

workers’ trade unions—one
can see a young, dark-haired
David Dubinsky, and finally
a group of planirers around a
blueprint of the new .com-
munity. :

Mrs. Bernarda Bryson
Shahn, widow of the artist,
stood petite and chic in a
large fur hat and knee-length
leather boots the other day
pointing out the cracks in
the mural.

She explained that the mu-

“ral would be removed on the

top layer of its plaster base,
rolled on a giant cylinder and

. then shipped to Bologna for

restoration by an expert who
has examined the painting
and who has worked on the
art damaged in Florence dur-
ing the floods of 1966.
When the repairs are com-
plete, the mural will be mount-
ed on its own “chassis” or
frame and rehung but struc-
turally free of the wall be-
hind it. i
Cost Put at $50,000

The cost of the restoration
has been estimated at more
than $50,000, and the Ben
Shahn Foundation is in the
process of mounting a cam-
paign for collecting the mon-
ey through contributions, art
exhibitions and similar fund-
raising -activities.

The foundation was estab-
lished before Mr. Shahn’s
death, but since then it has
functioned mainly~ to memo-
rialize the artist in the town
he loved and influenced.

Despite early hardships and
disappointments some home-
steaders stayed on, and, more
important, so did many of
their creative and exceptional

;

offspring. Ben Shahn attract-
ed still others, such as his old
friend Edwin Rosskam, a
writer and photographer who
moved here 16 years ago.

Mr. Rosskam, a bespecta-
cled, exuberant man of 66,
described Roosevelt, with its
functional concrete and cin-
derblock houses, as “a mar-
velous place for artists to
work.”

Hardly Picturesque

“But it’s not an artists’
colony,” he added with a
chuckle. “You couldn’t make
this place picturesque if you
wanted to.” ’

Estimating that about 10
per cent of the families are
supported by the arts—*“that’s
a hell of a lot for a nonartist
colony”—he commented:

“This town has enough cre-
ative people in it that there
is an understanding that art
is a form of work and you
don’t interrupt them while
they are doing it.”

Among the artists and
writers- who live - here are
Jacob Landau, Ben Appel,
Robert Mueller, Gregorio
Prestopino and his wife Eliz-
a beth Dauber, and Franklin
Folsom and his wife Mary
Elting. S

Stefan Martin, son of the
artist David Stone Martin, is
a 33-year-old painter and one
of the few remaining wood

<engravers in the country.

‘Stefan Martin, whose father
used to live here, works in
a studio behind his house amid
a clutter of paintings, engrav-
ings, presses and posters he
and others designed for last
year’s protest against the jet-
port.

Describing Roosevelt as an
“ideal” residence for an ar-
tist, he added: . .

“But it is not suburban.
Many types of people live
“here. The privacy, though, is
great for creative people, and
it is also wonderful for bring-
ing up children.” s
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Removing the mural for restoration.
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Nursery School

Not long after the first settlers arrived in 1936, town organizers established the borough’s first
nursery school in the Britten House, now occupied by the Mueller family. Through its five decades
of existence, nursery school was conducted in a number of locations, including the Hechalutz farm
and the Borough Hall on Homestead Lane.
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Nursery School at the Britten House.

Nursery School at 4 Homestead Lane.
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, Tamara Drive
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The first synagogue




Congregation Anshei

“In many ways this town was like a little ‘shtetl’ (village) where everyone was involved with ev-
eryone else. There was the difference that the European ‘shtetl’ usually had the synagogue as its
center while (this) synagogue does not seem to have been of central importance in the life of the
community, many of whose members were free-thinkers in the old European radical tradition.
Those who did seek a place to worship appealed to the government and received permission to hold
services at a home known as the Britten House where they rented the basement for $20 a month.
When more space was needed for the Holy Days, the worshippers moved to the attic of the same
building. Others attended services at the Hightstown or Perrineville synagogues a few miles away.

“The first president of the group, Congregation Anshei, was Julius Sokoloff. Other early families
active in the religious community were the Nisnevitzes, Jacobs, Kesslers, Kaplans, Klatskins,
Oblas’ and Brafmans. The first full time rabbi was Gershon Romanoff. As the congregation grew,
another appeal was made to the officials in Washington who granted permission to hold services in
a construction shed. The congregation and its sisterhood worked to raise funds for a building. In
1953, almost 19 years after the first services were held, a plot of land on Homestead Lane was pur-
chased from the government and in 1955 the cornerstone of the synagogue was laid. The new build-
ing (designed by architect Nathan Nadler who came to the Homesteads with his parents and his sis-
ter in his early teens) was completed in 1956.”

From “Peddler to Suburbanite: The
History of the Jews of Monmouth
County, New Jersey From the
Colonial Period to 1980”
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Faces of the Synagogue Sisterhood credited with much of the fundraising for the
congregation over the years.

Front (left to right): Minna Oblas, Leatrice Sherak, Molly Bulkin, Lillian Bookman; rear: Fran Bard, Ceil Spelkoman,
Ethel Friedman, Doris Kaplan, Shirley Eichler, Sadie Karshenbaum, Lena Deshefsky. '

Seated (left to right): Bertha Kaplan, Minna Oblas, Lillian Bookman, Mollie Bulkin, Estelle Goozner; standing (left to
right): Fannie Novak, Selma Oblas, Ann Halpern, Shirley Eichler, Sadie Karshenbaum, Lena Deshefsky, Doris Kap-
lan, Lilly Weisenfeld.
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Laying of cornerstone for new synagogue, Homestead Lane.
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